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Confidentially Speaking... 





It is the desire of the Staff of the American Ra- 
tionalist magazine to confide in our subscribers, readers 
and friends frequently as to its progress and plans for 
future development. We are now rapidly approaching its 
third anniversary, the second issue after this, and it is 
now planned to increase both the size of the magazine 
and its number of pages with that May-June issue. Par- 
tially due also to increased labor costs, paper costs and 
recent further increases is postal rates, it will become 
necessary simultaneously to increase the subscription price 
to match the other increases, for we are no longer able 
to meet the publishing costs with the original subscrip- 
tion price of $2.00. We could not have done so this long 
had it not been for the fact that nobody connected with 
this magazine receives one cent for his services. No other 
similar magazine offers so much for so little. Most of the 
Staff are regularly employed and contribute their time 
and services as an “extra curricular” activity because of 
their keen interest and unselfish dedication to its prin- 
ciples, purposes and program. Incidentally, the American 
Rationalist is the only publication in its field which is 
produced by Union Labor and bears a Union label. 


If every present subscriber will be sufficiently con- 
cerned and generous enough to subscribe for a friend 
our circulation would double and the magazine for the 
very first time will be self-supporting. We have never 
begged for contributions for “‘sustaining funds” of var- 
ious sorts and devious purposes. Those whose dedica- 
tion to Rationalism equals that of our Staff members, 
are always welcome to match such devotion by their 
voluntary contributions of course, or to make a bequest 
to the American Rationalist Association, which is the 
legally incorporated sponsoring organization. Several have 
already taken Life Memberships in the Association at 
$120 each, or $10 a month for one year, if that better 
suits their convenience. Such Life Membership includes 
an official voice and vote in the Association's Annual 
Meetings where its business affairs are considered and its 
policies decided. Thus those who are no longer content 
with “just talking to themselves” have here a channel of 
expression whereby they are able actively to participate 
in a project and program whose principles they share. 
We earnestly invite your active participation in this 


year of 1959. The Staff wishes all its 


reader-friends 


a very happy, significant and satisfying New Year. 
—The AMERICAN RATIONALIST STAFF 
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TO THE EDITOR 


The Indianapolis Star 

During the past year, our Post 
Office Department has issued com- 
memorative postage stamps honor- 
ing the Marquis de Lafayette, Ra- 
mon Magsaysay, Simon Bolivar 
and Lajos Kossuth as “champions 
of liberty.” The issuance of these 
stamps is, of course, an admirable 
gesture, as fighters for freedom 
from all nations should be honor- 
ed, but one is given cause to won- 
der why the Post Office Depart- 
ment has persistently refused to 
issue a stamp honoring Thomas 
Paine, of whom John Adams, our 
second President, once said: “His- 
tory will ascribe the Revolution 
to Thomas Paine.” 

No one can deny that Paine’s 
role in our country’s fight for in- 
dependence was as important as 
those of Washington and Jeffer- 
son, and yet a bust of Paine has 
been denied a place in Independ- 
ence Hall and the history texts in 
current use play down or ignore 
his important contributions to 
American freedom. I do not object 
to honoring worthy “champions of 
liberty”’ from other lands, but to 
do so without paying at least equal 
homage to one of our country’s 
heroes is to pervert the very mean- 
ing of the term “patriotism.” It 
is no consolation to note that the 
Post Office Department’s derelic- 
tion in this matter is but sympto- 
matic of a general disregard for 
democratic ideals in all parts of 
our country today, from high of- 
ficials to average citizens, from 
Little Rock to Washington. 

— Edd Doerr 





the pic on the cover 


This is the 222nd Anniversary 
of the birth of Thomas Paine, hav- 
ing been born on January 29, 1737, 
of Quaker parentage in England, 
and died in New York on June 8, 
1809. His hand was the first to 
pen the words: ‘United States of 
America.” 

For further information we refer 
our readers to the excellent article 
written by Robert G. Ingersoll 
about Thomas Paine in this issue 
of the American Rationalist. 





AN EDITORIAL 





FAITH IN MAN 


Faith in man is not an entirely new concept, as such. 
It may come as a surprise to some to learn that it is 
even older than the Christian religion itself, for it was 
Protagoras, several centuries before Christ, who asserted 
that “Man is the measure of all things’. More recently, 
it was the English poet, Alexander Pope, who reminded 
the world that “The Proper study of mankind is Man”’. 
And apparently, to re-emphasize that fact and to make 
certain that we do not forget it, our noted contemporary 
author, Stuart Chase, has written a remarkable book 


entitled, ““The Proper Study of Mankind”. 


Another well-known literary light, Norman Cousins, 
Editor of the Saturday Review, has written a recent book 
in which he raises the significant question, ‘Who Speaks 
for Man?’ In this book the author pointedly asserts 
that “Belonging to a nation, man has nations that can 
speak for him. Belonging to a religion, man has religions 
that can speak for him. Belonging to an economic and 
social order, man has economic and social orders that 
can speak for him, But belonging to the human race, man 
is without a spokesman. Surely this striking assertion 
should serve both to stimulate a new interest and to 
challenge man’s faith and ability, not only to speak for 
himself but to achieve his rightful place in his univerce. 


It was our own modern American poet, Edwin Mark- 
ham, who expressed this same sentiment so pointedly 
in his poem, “The Builders’: 


We are blind until we see 
That in the human plan 
Nothing is worth the making 


If it does not make the man. 


Why build these cities glorious 
If man unbuilded goes? 
In vain we build the works 


Unless the builder also grows. 
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Two other recent books which will be found of 
particular interest in this connection are ““A Million Years 
of Human Progress’, by Ira D. Cardiff, published by 
the Pageant Press in New York, and “Man's Fabulous 
Future’, originally published serially by FORTUNE 
magazine, a couple of years ago. 

Many of us of middle age or more have witnessed 
in our own lifetime greater technological development 
and general scientific progress than was made during 
the preceding million years of human existence. All the 
scientific inventions and discoveries which have con- 
tributed so tremendously to our modern age of pro- 
duction efficiency, and a physical abundance unknown 
to any previous generation, were all the products of 
human hands and brains, of human energy and intel- 
ligence. Nobody has come from outer space to do it 
for us. Man himself can justly claim the credit for al! 
these modern advances and achievements. Man alone 
is responsible for them and he alone deserves the credit 
for them. In view of all his vast achievements and his 
glorious acomplishments we should all be inspired by a 
new faith in man’s significant future and a new con- 
fidence in his ever-greater potentialities for as yet un- 
dreamed of realization. 


As your Editor pens these words, he can readily 
recall the first telephone he ever saw; likewise the first 
automobile, the first airplane, the first motion picture, 
the first television set, and sad to relate, his knowledge 
of the first atomic and hydrogen bombs. Because of 
this last item of atomic and hydrogen power, it is im- 
portant to realize that Science as such is merely a tool, 
which may be used by man for good or ill, constructively 
or destructively, for man’s general welfare or for his 
suicide. 

In an earlier article, “Civilization vs Violence’ the 
writer emphasized the possible dangers inherent in a 
mistaken use of Science and its potential destructiveness, 
and expressed his conclusions in these words: “‘Civiliza- 
tion must renounce violence or violence will destroy 
civilization."” In this connection it may be well for us 
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IN MEMORIAM: PIUS Xil 
by Robert Roder 

The month of October, 1958, 
marked the passage from this 
mortal coil of an Italian aristocrat, 
Eugenio Pacelli, better known as 
Pope Pius XII, the Holy Father, 
Bishop of Rome, Supreme Pontiff 
and Vicar of Christ. From the 
sheer volume of eulogy poured 
forth by politicians and editors 
around the world, Catholic and 
non-Catholic alike, the average, 
relatively uninformed citizen might 
somehow get the impression that 
the world has lost a truly great 
man. President Eisenhower (al- 
though any other politician would 
have done the same) boasted that 
he had had the “privilege” of meet- 
ing Pacelli, and went on to de- 
scribe the late Pontiff as “an in- 
formed, articulate foe of tyranny 
and a sympathetic friend of those 
who were “oppressed” and as “a 
man of profound vision, (who) 
kept pace with a changing uni- 
verse.” But let us take a look at 
the facts, so that we may properly 
evaluate Mr. Pacelli and his claims 
to greatness. For this purpose it 
will be sufficient, I believe, to 
merely inquire into the accuracy 
of President Eisenhower's words of 
praise. 

Was Pacelli, or Pius XII, really 
a foe of tyranny and a benefactor 
of the oppressed? Let’s look at 
the record. During Pacelli’s nine- 
teen year reign as absolute ruler 
of the powerful 400 million mem- 
ber Roman Catholic Church, mil- 
lions suffered under the oppres- 
sion of Catholic dictators in Spain, 
Portugal, Cuba, the Dominican Re- 
public and elsewhere. Pacelli was 
known to have criticized non-Cath- 
olic dictators, but I can find no 
record of his having criticized the 
Catholic dictators or of his having 
offered assistance of any kind to 
the victims of or refugees from 
Catholic dictatorships. — Pacelli 
condoned the persecution of non- 
Catholics and condemned Italian 
judges who justly prosecuted a 
Catholic bishop for defaming non- 
Catholics in violation of Italian 
law. Pacelli’s political activities 
in Italy were certainly responsible 
to a large extent for the tremen- 
dous strength of the Communist 


to recall a reference which reminds us that it is possible 
for man “to gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul’. That is, it may be possible for man to gain the 
whole world of physical and material progress ard 
abundance and yet to lose the finer values, concepts and 
higher ideals of the good life. 

Hence, the credit for man’s achievements, and si- 
multaneously the warnings of their abuse and misuse, 
must be given together; they must go hand in hand 
through the centuries. But for the purposes of this 
article the writer especially desires to feature faith in 
man and in his potential possibilities. 

The numerous religions throughout the world, in- 
cluding hundreds of thousands of ministers, priests, and 
rabbis and their millions of adherents, have for centuries 
and milleniums emphasized faith in their gods and in 
the supernatural, but almost nobody mentions faith in 
man, the fellow with whom we touch elbows every 
day and with whom we conduct our daily business af- 
fairs at the bank, on the farm and in the market place. 
These also need and deserve our faith and confidence, 
which is based on genuine evidence of man’s past 
abilities and achievements in contrast to orthodox re- 
ligious faith, which is based on exactly nothing. Such an 
emphasis could and would provide a new significance 
and meaning to the almost universal concept of brother- 
hood. The Church itself would have everything to gain 
and little to lose in providing such an emphasis, for 
without faith in man there can be no real Peace, Brother- 
hood, Democracy, or effective Rationalism. 

At this point we desire to present one of the very 
finest expressions of faith in man as justified by his vast 
achievements throughout the centuries and millenniums 
of recorded history entitled “‘] Admire the Human Race’”’. 
It is written by Roger Williams Riis and originally pub- 
lished and copyrighted in 1951 by the Book-of-the- 
Month Club, Inc., and is quoted herewith by their per- 
mission, as follows: 


I Admire the Human Race 


I admire the human race. I do, indeed. Every- 
body is busy running us down, these days, for the 
mess they say we have made here and there and 
everywhere. Pshaw! That's short-range stuff, a 
worm’'s-eye view of our world. Over the marching 
and abundant centuries, we haven't made any mess. 
Far from it! We have done and are doing a better 
job than anyone has any right to expect. We're all 
right! 

From the beginning, we found ourselves alone in 
a vast universe, and not only alone but the only 
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living thing on this planet which could realize its 
loneness, We realized it, gave it a good close look, 
and then turned our attention to making something 
practical and useful out of an unprecedented situ- 
ation. First of all, we found ourselves a Light, a 
Goal, and we got a sense of direction, a goal to 
work toward. This was pretty clever of us, if you 
think of it carefully. 


We proceeded to set up standards for our living 
together. Early in our experience we made the 
revolutionary discovery that gentleness and kindli- 
ness were more practical than brute strength. No 
other species has ever found that out and used it 
as a model and practical code of conduct. We have 
in actual fact no one we need to answer to, beyond 
ourselves, and yet we observe our ideal standards 
in a remarkable degree. We are honest and trust- 
worthy one with another so that it is the exception, 
it is news, when we commit a theft. We are decent 
99 per cent of the time, when we could easily be 
vile. With silence and mystery behind us and ahead 
of us, we make up gay little songs and whistle them, 
and our feet keep jig time to them. We look life 
and fate in the eye, and smile. [| like that, and | 
admire the people who do it. 


Alone among all living things, we have discovered 
Beauty, and we cherish it, and create it for eye and 
ear. Alone among the living things, we have the 
power to look at our environment and criticize it 
and improve it. 

Finding it necessary for us to live together by 
the millions, we created for ourselves governing 
systems covering vast geographical spaces. Now we 
actually have the thrilling and terrific idea of a 
world government, a global government to bring 
justice to white and black — to Eskimo and to 
Afrikander, rich and poor, not because any tribe 
is powerful and can exact justice, but because we 
have concieved and created the ideal of justice and 
plan it for all men. This is great! This is not the 
act of a little animal, or a mean animal. This is 
possible only to a great animal. We think in global 
terms. We inhabit a star, and we know it. 

Finding that we have to work to stay alive, we 
work with ability beyond imagining. Out of the 
earth we take food, and improve that food year 
by year; we take heat and light, so that darkness 
which lay upon the face of the earth is dispelled 
by man-made light. We enjoy all the myriad 
products of our unparalleled ingenuity. Every 


morning the necessity for the day's work faces us; 
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Party in that country, while Cath- 
olic political parties throughout 
Europe, with Pacelli’s approval and 
encouragement, did not waste a 
trick in promoting clericalism. In 
the United States, Pacelli’s agents 
worked hard to win government 
support (financial) for the activi- 
ties of the Church, to wreck the 
public school system, and to re- 
strict the rights of all Americans 
to plan their families, to make 
certain purchases on Sundays, and 
to read, hear and see what they 
please. 


As the above paragraph has 
made obvious, Mr. Pacelli, or Pius 
XII, can hardly qualify as a foe 
of tyranny and a benefactor of 
the oppressed, as Mr. Eisenhower 
has suggested. Even in theory, Pa- 
celli cannot be justly called a 
friend of democracy and liberty. 
Time magazine glowingly quotes 
His Holiness (sic!) as saying that 
“a democratic form of government 
is considered by many today to be 
a natural postulate of reason it- 
self.” But this is obviously not a 
wholehearted endorsement of de- 
mocracy. To the best of my know- 
ledge, Pacelli never repudiated the 
totalitarian and anti-democratic 
pronouncements of his predeces- 
sors. But perhaps more pertinent 
is the fact that the vast organ- 
izations that Pacelli headed is one 
of the most rigid dictatorships the 
world has ever had the misfortune 
to know. The Pope is not subject 
to popular election or recall and 
his pronouncements are not sub- 
ject to popular referendum. Not 
even a breath of democracy is 
permitted within the musty struc- 
ture of the Church. 


To move along, however, Mr. 
Eisenhower also praised Pacelli as 
“a man of profound vision, (who) 
kept pace with a changing uni- 
verse.” Time magazine proudly re- 
fers to Pacelli as an “innovator” 
and notes that “he was the first 
Pope to use a telephone regularly 
(and) the first to use a type- 
writer.” But is this breath-taking 
evidence of modernity (which is 
really all that one can find) suf- 
ficient to justify Mr. Eisenhower's 
sycophantic spiel? Hardly. Pope 
Pacelli’s contempt for reason, for 
science, modernity and common 





sense is well demonstrated by his 
“infallible” promulgation as of- 
ficial dogma of the idiotic notion 
that the Virgin (!) was whisked 
bodily into Heaven (thus antici- 
pating and surpassing the Sputniks 
and Explorers), by his condem- 
nation of any independent think- 
ing by Catholic theologians and 
priests, by his fanatical and even 
dangerous opposition to family and 
population planning, by his in- 
sistence on the historicity of the 
Adam and Eve myth, by his un- 
reasonable and inhumane opposi- 
tion to voluntary euthanasia, by 
his lack of interest in democracy 
and civil rights, and by his whole- 
hearted continuance of the absurd, 
obscurantist, totalitarian policies 
and doctrines of his not-so-illustri- 
ous predecessors. This, then, was 
“a man of profound vision, (who) 
kept pace with a changing uni- 
verse’? 

In all fairness and objectivity, 
we can only conclude that Eugenio 
Pacelli, alias Pius XII, was but 
the latest link in a long and very 
tarnished chain of fanatic, wholly 
intolerant, reactionary, egotistical, 
authoritarian, anti-humanistic des- 
pots which our poor battered earth 
could very well do without. 

Requiscat in pace, and good rid- 
dance. 

* 


PUBLIC SCHOOL’S UNITY 


Dr. William E. Givens, director 
of education of the Masonic Su- 
preme Council, wrote on “The 
Public School” in a recent issue 
of The New Age, Masonic monthly 
published in Washington, D.C.: 


“The public schools are the unify- 
ing force in America. They make 
our people one . . . The continuous 
existence of any society depends 
upon a powerful cohesive influence 
at the very heart of its structure, 
else its differences lead to disin- 
tegration. The public school is the 
agent of this unifying influence. 
Those who planned American edu- 
cation provided for no dictation 
from above... ” 

—The Churchman 
* 
Accustom a people to believe 
that priests or any other class of 
men can forgive sins, and you will 
have sins in abundance. 


we go and do a day's work, with an overall average 
effectiveness and perseverance that is amazing, con- 
sidering many of the jobs. 


Of a persistence, a daring and ingenuity im- 
possible to surpass, we find ways to move easily 
under the water and through the air. Now we 
speculatively eye our neighboring planets. It should 
astound no one if man one day begins to move 
among these planets. How shall I not admire such 
a creature? Daunted by nothing, his horizons 
constantly recede, the territories of his possession 
and use expand and expand. 


Whenever he comes to an impassable obstacle, 
an apparently final barrier, he goes to work at it, 
and in due time, surpasses it. If he has limits, I do 
not see where they are. | do not think he has limits. 
I thank he is a child of the universe who inherits 
eternity. | think he is wonderful. I am his devoted 
partisan, and | am proud indeed to be one of him. 


hw h Crate 


* * *% 


The Modern Reformation Continues 


As further evidence of the ever increasing degree 
of tolerance among the more liberal Protestant Churches 
and their ministers, the foregoing Editorial was delivered 
as part of a lecture from the pulpit of the North Com- 
munity Church at 5400 No. Clark Street on Sunday, 
December 7, 1958. The Pastor, Rev. Ruth Ann Bassler, 


a Methodist Minister, announced the speaker as follows: 


“In the pulpit today is Dr. Lowell H. Coate, na- 
tionally known speaker and writer, and one of the lead- 
ing Rationalists in America. In keeping with its policy 
of wanting to hear about various important movements 
and viewpoints, even though we may not be in agree- 
ment with them all the way, we welcome Dr. Coate 
here today.” ‘ 


The remainder of the lecture will appear as the 
Editorial in the March-April issue of this magazine. 


Arthur G. Cromwell in New York and James Her- 
vey Johnson in California have both enjoyed similar ex- 
periences and have referred to this developing trend as 
“The Modern Reformation.” 
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ABOUT PRESIDENT LINCOLN 


FALSIFICATION — 
PLANNED OR UNWITTING? 


By IRA D. CARDIFF 


The circulation of a booklet from the London Tract 
Society of 1952 as evidence of Abe Lincoln's belief in 
Christian doctrine is on a par with a book being cur- 
rently published by a Spiritualist, who has “only recent- 
ly been in communication’ with Lincoln, via seance beam, 
at which time the Great Emancipator requested her to 
write his biography and especially to inform posterity 
that he was a spiritualist—and still is. The chief difference 








in the two pieces of religious lying is that the Spiritual- 
ist leader's clientele is much more limited than that of 
the Book of The Month Club. The latter is in possession 
of a large, and in a sense, captive audience of people 
who would quickly turn noses up at the Spiritualist; never- 
theless the Club will find among them sufficient suckers 
to bite readily on any tommyrot, however asinine, which 
has for its purpose the conversion of Lincoln to a cult 
rapidly drifting toward intellectual bankruptcy. The real- 
ly astonishing feature is that a reputable firm would cir- 
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A CONVERSATION 


Inkeep: For the last time, NO. All 
the rooms are taken. Now get 
going. This is my busy day. 

Joe: But you don’t understand. — 
This lady is going to have a 
baby. 

Innkeep: Well, don’t blame me. 
I never saw her before. 

Joe: Of course not. Listen, this is 
something special. — She’s a 
virgin. 

Innkeep: A virgin eh? And going 
to have a baby. I’ve heard of 
that before but it doesn’t happen 
very often. I thought you said 
she was your wife. 

Joe: She is my wife. 

Innkeep: And she’s a virgin? 

Joe: That’s right. 

Innkeep: Boy, your story gets bet- 
ter all the time. I'll tell you 
what I’m going toe do, You can 
take your wife, who is to have 
a baby and who is a Virgin, 
(hah), down to the stable. — 
There’s an empty stall and you’ll 
be warm and out of the weather. 
A married pregnant virgin, ... 
whee! 

Joe: Well thanks for that. But I 
wish you would fix us up with 
a room. It’s pretty imporant 
that this boy be born right. 

Innkeep: Boy! How do you know 
it’s going to be a boy? 

Joe: What else? How could a girl 
ever become the son of God? - 
Okay . . . okay—So I'm a screw- 
ball, Come on, Mary, before this 
guy blows his stack. 

—R. Lee 
oa 


MAN FOR HIMSELF 


Man cannot live without faith. 

The history of science is replete 
with instances of faith in reason 
and vision of truth. Copernicus, 
Kepler, Galileo, and Newton were 
all imbued with an unshakable 
faith in reason. For this Bruno 
was burned at the stake and 
Spinoza suffered excommunication. 
The crucial question for our own 
generation and the next ones is 
whether this faith will be an ir- 
rational faith in leaders, machines, 
success, or the rational faith in 
man based on the experience of 
our own productive activity. 


— Erich Fromm 





THE HISTORIC 
ABNER KNEELAND TRIAL 


by Frank Swancara 


The larger court or law libraries 
in Missouri have that set of books 
entitled American State Trials. 


The arguments made on behalf 
of Abner Kneeland, on trial for 
freethinking, or “blasphemy,” as 
the indictment put it, are collected 
in Volume XIII, p. 473, et. seq. 
Jefferson’s letter to Major Cart- 
wright was read, but is not set out. 
It may be found in the Bergh 
edition of the Writings of Jeffer- 
son, vol. XVI, p. 42. Researchers 
interested in the history of Ameri- 
can Freethought will take notice 
of this. Even a summary of the 
proceedings above referred to 
would be too long to give here, but 
still, some one should make up 
such summary. 


Incidentally, Vol, III of the same 
State Trials, at p. 558, shows how 
Jared W. Bell was prosecuted in 
New York City, in 1821, on a 
charge of having said “God Al- 
mighty was a fool.” One witness 
testified that what the accused 
really said was: “God Almighty 
was a fool for creating such men 
as composed the Hartford Con- 
vention.” — Verdict, Not Guilty. 
Either the complete statement of 
Bell was true, or else it was no 
crime to utter any part of the 
sentence. Anyway, any politician 
would, if he could, charge an op- 
ponent with “blasphemy.” 


It is not to be overlooked that 
the Massachusetts statute in ef- 
fect when Kneeland was prosecut- 
ed is still on the books. See An- 
notated Laws of Mass. (1956), Ch. 
272, Sec. 36. It was there when 
John Adams (2nd President) de- 
nounced it, and wished for its re- 
peal. See Adams’ Works, vol. X, 
p. 415. 

a 


We need to believe in something 
positively. Most of our religions 
have become humanistic rather 
than theistic; we concern ourselves 
with the greatness of man rather 
than with the glory of God, 


George E. Sokolsky, in the 
Chicago American, Dec. 3, 1958 


culate such tripe as “Lincoln’s Devotional.’ When first 
received at my home in a Book of The Month Club 
package, my wife, without examining it, handed it to 
me, saying, “A new book on Lincoln by Sandburg.” 
After a brief examination, | laid it on the table and 
stepped out for air. | have long ago learned that in 
cases of extreme disgust and mental nausea, a few breaths 
of fresh air and cooling off period is best for the blood 
pressure. It is especially true in my case, as | have spent 
many hours, aye, many years, in attempting to save one 
of the country’s finest characters from being publicized 
as an ass and a fool. After sleeping on the matter a cou- 
ple of nights, | decided to write the Book of The Month 
Club in regard to their Lincoln book, | asked my wife 
for the volume. She replied, “I didn’t think we wanted 
such trash in our library, so | threw it into the garbage 
can.” It has, therefore, landed in its proper environment. 
However, the next day, I dropped into a local book 
store and was immediately handed a copy “for my opin- 
ion.”’ The store already had for sale my book “The Truth 
About Lincoln."’* I'll venture the assertion that the book 
store will sell ten of the book of delusions to one of the 
truth on Lincoln. 


The mass psychology in regard to Lincoln in the 
United States is one of the saddest and most shameful 
features of the country. It is somewhat understandable. 
How does the average person learn about Lincoln? (In 
the North—Protestant North, Catholics never cared for 
Lincoln, therefore are little concerned. ) 


Primarily, he gets his “‘information’’ from the Lin- 
coln birthday celebration. Here he is regaled chiefly with 
the virtues of the patriot who at present occupies the 
post once held by the distinguished head of the Re- 
publican party, and who is, of course, very similar to the 
great Lincoln, with the implication that he is really much 
wiser, following which ceremony, the local Congressman, 
Governor, state legislators, are given their share of ag- 
grandizement. (These are, of course, all Republicans.) 
But first of all, and preceding any of the eulogies of the 
local high lights, the meeting is opened with a prayer. 
(Did Lincoln ever open a meeting with a prayer?) The 
prayer is usually by a local cleric. This gentleman of the 
cloth usually knows nothing, or less, of Lincoln; never- 
theless, he thanks God for giving us Lincoln—also Grant, 
and Harding, and Roosevelt (“Dear God, I mean 
Theodore Roosevelt’’), and Eisenhower, who did not 
know God until he got into politics—also reminds God 
how “faithful Lincoln was to Him in saving the nation 





* “The Truth About Lincoln” by Ira D. Cardiff, Truth Seeker 
Publishing Co., 38 Park Row, New York 8, N.Y. 
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for Christianity,” 
prayer,’ and consulted his Bible constantly in regard to 
war, etc., etc., etc., ad infinitum, ad nauseam, finally 
completely deflating his hero by informing God that Lin- 
coln’s deeds and course of action can only be explained 


how he spent “most of his time in 


on the basis of “Divine intercession’’ (of course the 
clerics own Divine). The average citizen has little con- 
fidence in the cleric; however, he knows that no one, 
especially the press, dares take issue with his theological 
absurdities, and he unconsciously forms a habit of think- 
ing Lincoln must have been very pious and prayerful. 
Even though the gentleman of the cloth may be honest, 
he has heard these Lincoln fables so often and repeated 
them so frequently that he also believes them true. Did 
anyone ever hear the public told in a Lincoln birthday 
celebration that in Lincoln's home town of Springfield, 
when he was running for President, twenty of the twenty- 
three ministers refused to vote for him because “*he was 
not a Christian?’’ Or is it ever told to the public that 
when Lincoln ran for Congress in 1846, his atheism was 
the chief issue, as his opponent for the office was Peter 
Cartwright, the Billy Graham of that day, whom Lin- 
coln defeated by a decisive majority? 


The above account is of conditions in the North. 
Down in the Bible Belt, it is well known that Lincoln was 
an infidel, and no attempt has been made at post mortem 
conversion. 


Another feature of trying to convert Lincoln after 
death is the anomalous fact that in spite of his “‘life-long 
reading of the Bible,” “‘prayers,"’ patting preachers on 
the back, receiving gifts of Bibles and refraining from 
booting clerical delegations out of the White House, he 
never joined a church; he, therefore, must, according to 
orthodox theology, at present be writhing in that Chris- 
tian Hell, which was created by the God of love. 


I recall that once upon a time, before | had reached 
the age of discretion, | was given a small leather-bound 
copy of the New Testament. Inside its sacred cover, | 
inscribed my name, and carried the volume about with 
me at times. The signature was not inscribed as “‘an ex- 
pression of strong interest or affection,’ though after my 
death it could be so claimed by a cleric and no one would 
risk local obloquy by denying it. | read it several times, 
and am sure it contributed to my conversion to atheism. 
If | should become famous and some enterprising, money- 
making Christian should come across this New Testament 
with my name adorning it—well, you can readily feature 
my being dragged out of the Christian Hell, dusted off, 
dolled up, fitted with a halo—and possibly even canon- 
ized—if my friends and relatives put up enough money. 

In writing the introduction to this piece of cheap 
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CLARIFYING POLITICS 


Between the Lines, edited by 
Charles A. Wells, in a recent issue 
commented: 


“To grasp what's happeining, we 
must understand that, aside from 
communism, the two most impor- 
tant forces within France and 
Europe are democratic socialism 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 
The American Press rarely touch- 
es on the influences of the Vatican, 
and a conspiracy is maintained to 
keep the American people thinking 
that democratic socialism and com- 
munism are the same, which is a 
bald and dangerous falsehood. The 
growth of communism in modern 
France has been held in check by 
progress in social justice, through 
democratic socialism. Similarly 
communism has been unable to 
make progress in socialist Scandi- 
navia; this includes Finland and 
Sweden which lie hard by the 
overwhelming influence of the 
giant Marxist Soviet state. (In 
Swedish elections during May, only 
about 3 per cent voted communist; 
in Italy, where social reforms have 
moved slowly and great wealth re- 
mains surrounded by much pover- 
ty, the left-wing communist coa- 
lition got 36.9 percent of the votes 

. all this under the very shadow 
of the Vatican!)” 
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WORKING MOTHERS— 
HOW U. S. IS AFFECTED 


New York—A close look at the 
role played by working wives and 
mothers in filling the U.S. labor 
force is provided in a book publish- 
ed last week by the National Man- 
power Council. 

The publication, “Work in the 
Lives of Married Women,” noted 
that one-fifth of the nations wages 
and salaries—an estimated 42 bil- 
lion dollars — is paid to women. 
Other findings: 

One third of all women in the 
United States work outside their 
homes. 

Three out of every five of the 
22 million women who work are 
married. 

Two out of every five mothers 
who work have children of school 
age. 

By 1965, there will be 35 million 
women available for work in the 
United States. 

What about the effect on family 
life when a mother works? The 
book says: 

There is no conclusive evidence 
that the mother’s absence from 
home because of her job is the 
source of antisocial behavior or 
emotional disturbances in her own 
children. 

Employment of mothers often 
has rewarding effects for children 
through wider opportunities for 
education and the pursuit of a 
career. —U.S. News & 

World Report 
# 


DOWNGRADE? 


This year, for the first time since 
World War II, the increase in U.S. 
church membership failed to keep 
pace with the population increase. 
The latest edition of the National 
Council of Churches Yearbook of 
American Churches, reports that 
church and synagogue enrollment 
rose only 0.9%, while the popula- 
tion increase is estimated at 1.7%. 
Last year’s enrollment jump was 
3%—nearly double that of the 
population rise. — Time” 

* 


I regard religion as a disease 
born of fear and as a source of 
untold misery to the human race. 


—Bertrand Russell. 


propaganda, Sandburg has added nothing to his own 
stature. ‘From his earliest reading days as a boy (not as 
a girl) Lincoln turned the pages of the Bible and... . 
went on with his reading of it."” The same statement 
exactly can be said of me, and each reading lowered my 
opinion of it. Further, I can just as validly state it had the 
same effect on Lincoln as can Sandburg assert the con- 
trary. It served to make me a stronger atheist and prob- 
ably did the same with Lincoln; at any rate, he never 
conformed to it, never became an orthodox Christian. 
If a delegation of Negroes presented me with a Bible I 
would also accept it with sincere thanks and not offend 
them with my opinion of it, especially if they were aiding 
me to win a great war. 


The quotations from the Second Inaugural and other 
state papers contained religious interpolations by various 
cabinet members and other associates, as Mr. Sandburg 
well knows. Does Sandburg believe Lincoln wrote the 
Bixby letter> Would Sandburg have us believe that 
“Judge not, that ye be not judged” had its origin in the 
Christian Bible? 


As to the fake liturgical expression devised for Lin- 
coln, Sandburg could forge a much better one from some 
of the expressions of Robert Ingersoll. In this connection, 
permit me to quote from Sandburg, “THE WAR 
YEARS,” Vol. III, page 378: 


“Were these accounts of Lincoln as a praying man 
strictly accurate? It is rather likely they were not. 
Lincoln was a praying man, but not in the conventional 
and demonstrative sense these two conveyed. Nicolay 
and Hay, Stoddard, Carpenter, Chaplain Neill, the guard 
Crook, these White House residents with far better op- 
portunities for observation, left no record of having seen 
nor reliably heard from the President or anyone e!se of 
his having thus invoked the Lord.” 


To these intimates who had never witnessed Lincoln 
at prayer, Sandburg might have added Mrs. Lincoln, 
Mrs. Keckley, her maid, Herndon and Stuart, Lincoln's 
law partners for a quarter of a century, numerous intimate 
friends, and Col. Lamon, his chief of staff. He has 
never been accused of opening a cabinet meeting with 
prayer, insulting the representative of a friendly secular 
nation by a statement that a nation can have no meaning 
unless it recognizes God — his god. None of the above 
ever saw or knew of Lincoln at prayer. Ida Tarbell 
probably has done more research on Lincoln than any- 
one else. | once asked her if, in her extensive investig- 
ations, she had ever found any evidence of Lincoln ever 
having indulged in prayer. She had not. 
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On page 381 of the above Sandburg volume is an 
account by Opie Read of an inquiry of Lincoln: 


“What is your conception of God?” 

“The same as my conception of nature.” 
“And what is that?” 

“That it is impossible for either to be personal.” 
Is this good Christian doctrine? 


To a Tennessee woman who asked Lincoln to free 
her husband, who was a prisoner of war, he said, ““You 
say your husband is a religious man; tell him when you 
meet him, that I say | am not much of a judge of 
religion, but that in my opinion, the religion that sets 
men to rebel and fight against their government, because, 
as they think, that government does not sufficiently help 
SOME men to eat their bread in the sweat of OTHER 
men’s faces, is not the sort of religion upon which peo- 
ple can get to heaven!’ (From Sandburg, Vol. Ill, p. 
670). Does this appear like the sentiment of an orthodox 
Christian ? 


Sixty-five years ago, | was acquainted with Dr. New- 
ton Bateman, who officed with Lincoln during the time 
Linco'n ran for president, 1859 and 1860. I once asked 
Dr. Bateman if Lincoln really was not a Christian. He laid 
his hand on my shoulder and said, ““Young man, the less 
said abeut that the better."’ Bateman was a very devout 
Christian. He was also a great admirer of Lincoln. 


Why do the propagandists of Protestant (Northern 
Protestant) Christianity feel they must have Lincoln? 
They have written hundreds of books and thousands of 
sermons full of the most absurd lapses of logic and 
equivocal statements in attempts at postmortem conver- 
sion of this noble atheist. One wonders why only Lin- 
coln. Equally great Americans were the atheists Jeffer- 
son and Franklin. Yet the clerics do not make monkeys 
ot them. Nor do they of Washington, Adams, Madison, 
Monroe, Jackson, Van Buren, Polk, Buchanan, Johnson, 
Grant, none of whom were communicants of any church. 
From Seneca, who said, “Religion is regarded by the 
common people as true, by the wise as false, and by the 
rulers as useful’’ to Churchill, who states, ““God's record 
has been bad, and Pompeii and Herculaneum gave it a 
black eye from which it never recovered,”’ thousands of 
the greatest minds have had little or no use ‘for religion 
and especially for Christianity, the crudest and most 
absurd of all cults.* Almost a thousand years ago, the 


Syrian poet Abu’'l-Ala-Al-Ma’Arri wrote: “The world 


*See “What Great Men Think of Religion” (Opinions of 850 


on Religion), Christopher Publishing House, Boston. 
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UNMITIGATED EVOLUTION 
IS NEEDED 


by Oscar Riddle 


The unshared task of science is 
to tell us what we are, and to 
answer questions man has always 
asked about the world of things 
he sees, hears and feels, Science 
has already provided the outlines 
of essential answers to those basic 
questions. Those answers have 
transformed the world of advanc- 
ed but effectively isolated thought. 
If peoples, or any people, knew 
and shared this modern insifht an 
entirely new society—a genuinely 
modern society—would be brought 
into existence. It can be shown, 
however, that the entrenched and 
growing forces of organized re- 
ligion, regrettably aided by a few 
scientists and by temporal circum- 
stances, now prevent all of earth’s 
peoples from access to this society 
transforming thought. At stake in 
this struggle is the kind or level 
of society that accords with what 
we now know about man and his 
world; and here all hinges on re- 
jection of the supernatural by a 
free and informed people. The 
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practical question that emerges 
from this discussion thus becomes: 
Can, or should, an advanced socie- 
ty tolerate the currently cumula- 
tive influences of existing organ- 
ized religions? 


... Go talk with them anywhere 
and you find that what people 
think and feel of themselves and 
surroundings, of their own origin 
and destiny — is clinched and 
colored by flying scraps from one 
or both of two sources: The teach- 
ings, past and present, of an or- 
ganized religion; or the teachings 
of science. Indeed, in those places 
where the voice of science is more 
than a whisper, the thought of 
man and woman shows a scale of 
wrestling compromise between the 
two. Worst of all — for most 
wrestlers, the key word of bio- 
logical science, evolution, is mangl- 
ed and robbed of meaning by re- 
ligious influences before it’s grant- 
ed a use in thought. It would seem 
that no story now needs to be 
more firmly written, nor spread 
more widely, han that of un- 
mitigated evolution. 


— From “The Unleashing of 
Evolutionary Thought 
© 


from THE AGE OF REASON: 


Many who do not claim per- 
fection and infallibility have a bet- 
ter moral code than the Pope. It 
is to so live that you do not have 
to ask that you be pardoned for 
having “offended, harmed or scan- 
dalized” others. Their standard of 
ethics is to restrain themselves 
from committing deeds that might 
inflict harm upon others. Such 
ethical conduct does not require 
the asking of forgiveness. Virtue 
is still its own reward. 


holds two classes of men— intelligent men without reli- 
gion, and religious men without intelligence.” 


The hypocrisy, the downright immorality of these 
Christian propagandists in such matters is disgusting in 
the extreme. There is only one thing more disgusting, 
more contemptible, namely their refusal to allow the 
truth to be told about such matters. They have the p-ess, 
the radio and the book publishers completely cowed. 
Even the best of them is too craven to publish the truth 
about Christianity. 


Immortal Lincoln, 
Dead, returned to pray, 
A degradation scorned 
In living day. 


In life, the preacher mocked him with abuse, 
Maligned his name, 
Withheld support. 


In death, he’s canonized, 

Is glorified and worshipped as a saint. 
In death, he’s pictured bowed in prayer, 
Yet in his life, none witnessed such— 
Not e’en his wife or closest intimate. 


WHAT AILS THE 
LATINS? 


by OTTO PAULS 


‘Latin America’s major obstacles are man-made. 
The greatest is that nations democratic in form and spirit 
are still under the ghostly influence of long-dead absolute 
kings.""—Michael Scully, in Reader's Digest. 


Scully does a very good job setting forth the ob- 
stacles confronting Latin Americans—up to a certain 
point: then he fails to see, or omits, a factor that is very 
important. 


Immigration to South America was almost exclusive- 
ly from Roman Catholic countries. Every expedition the 
Spanish kings sent to America was accompanied by priests 
representing a totalitarian church. These priests planted 
in the new world the intolerant methods and rules of the 
Roman Church. King-rule was thrown off in time but 
priest-rule continues. 
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Education was, and is, parochial. Illiteracy is com- 
mon and “top-to-bottom” rule continues in education, 
church and government. 


In striking contrast, the colonies in North America 
were composed of immigrants from many countries with 
many differing, discordant religious beliefs. No one be- 
lief had a monopoly. Their distrust and jealousy of each 
other left room for the skeptic and free thought. The 
churches became merely groups within a secular state; 
a state with interests above and beyend all religious be- 
liefs. That was a new thing, with far-reaching conse- 
quences. 


A public school system was established in which the 
goal was education—not drill in dogma and sectarian 
belief. This promoted free minds, initiative, private en- 
terprise, and tolerance instead of intolerance. 


An exception among Latin nations is Mexico. The 
Mexicans were fortunate in having a neighbor north of 
the Rio Grande where rule is from the bottom up—in 
education, churches and government—with the single ex- 
ception of the Roman Church. What they saw fired the 
imagination of Mexican patriots and they proceeded to 
unhorse the priest and promote the peon, despite the 
fury and hostility of the church hierarchy. They found 
that the “ghostly influence,"’ which Scully attributes to 
long-dead kings, had in fact issued from living priests. 


Mexico now has peaceful, orderly elections and sta- 
ble government. They are developing self-reliance, faith 
in themselves and fellowmen. 


Until other Latin countries rid themselves of priest- 
control of education it is unlikely that they will enjoy the 
benefits of stable, democratic government. Meanwhile, 
the potential talent—even genius—of their people will 
probably continue undeveloped, or else wasted in abortive 
insurrections, as it has been for more than a hundred 
years, 

° 


WE of the mid-twentieth century live in a most extraordinary 
time. We are living through that unique epoch in the history 
of civilization when war will cease to be the means of settling 
great world problems. We shall soon enter upon the continuing 
period of peace, a period when there will be no more war, when 
disputes between nations will be settled by the application of 
man’s power of reason, by international law ... The forces 
that can destroy the world must not be used. 


—Linus Pauling 
In “No More War” (Dodd, Mead & Co.) 
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from THE NEW ZEALAND 
RATIONALIST: 


There is much work before Ra- 
tionalism in bringing people to a 
realization that the gods indeed 
have done nothing for mankind, 
that. belief in them is an asylum of 
ignorance. That work can never 
cease until religion ceases to dom- 
inate the thinking of the majority 
of the people. 

* 
from the MICHIGAN 
RATIONALIST JOURNAL 


There’s nothing new about Free- 
thought or Rationalism. It’s an old, 
old movement, world-wide in ex- 
tent, and growing rapidly, es- 
pecially in the United States... 
where it has had a great resur- 
gence during the past few years. 
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An Oration On Thomas Paine 


By ROBT. G. 


To speak the praises of the brave and 
thoughtful dead, is to me a labor of gratitude 
and love. 


Through all the centuries gone, the mind of 
man has been beleaguered by the mailed hosts 
of superstition. Slowly and painfully has ad- 
vanced the army of deliverance. Hated by 
those they wished to rescue, despised by those 
they were dying to save, these grand soldiers, 
these immortal deliverers, have fought without 
thanks, labored without applause, suffered with- 
out pity, and they have died execrated and ab- 
horred. For the good of mankind they accepted 
isolation, poverty, and calumny. They gave up 
all, sacrificed all, lost all but truth and self- 
respect. 

One of the bravest soldiers in this army was 
Thomas Paine; and for one, I feel indebted to 
him for the liberty we are enjoying this day. 
Born among the poor, where children are bur- 
dens; in a country where real liberty was un- 
known; where the privileges of class were 
guarded with infinite jealousy, and the rights 
of the individual trampled beneath the feet of 
priests and nobles; where to advocate justice 
was treason; where intellectual freedom was in- 
fidelity, it is wonderful that the idea of true 
liberty ever entered his brain. 

Poverty was his mother—Necessity his master. 

He had more brains than books; more sense 
than education; more courage than politeness; 
more strength than polish. He had no venera- 
tion for old mistakes—no admiration for an- 
cient lies. He loved the truth for the truth’s sake, 
and for man’s sake. He saw oppression on every 
hand; injustice everywhere; hypocrisy at the 
altar, venality on the bench, tyranny on the 
throne; and with a splendid courage he 
espoused the cause of the weak against the 
strong—of the enslaved many against the titled 
few. 

In England he was nothing. He belonged to 
the lower classes. There was no avenue open 
for him. The people hugged their chains, and 
the whole power of the government was ready 
to crush any man who endeavored to strike a 
blow for the right. 


INGERSOLL 


At the age of thirty-seven, Thomas Paine left 
England for America, with the high hope of 
being instrumental in the establishment of a 
free government. In his own country he could 
accomplish nothing. Those two vultures — 
Church and State — were ready to tear in 
pieces and devour the heart of anyone who 
might deny their right to enslave the world. 


Upon his arrival in this country, he found 
himself possessed of a letter of introduction, 
signed by another Infidel, the illustrious Frank- 
lin. This, and his native genius, constituted his 
entire capital; and he needed no more. He 
found the colonies clamoring for justice; whin- 
ing about their grievances; upon their knees at 
the foot of the throne, imploring that mixture 
of idiocy and insanity, George the III, by 
the grace of God, for a restoration of their 
ancient privileges. They were not endeavor- 
ing to become free men, but were trying to 
soften the heart of their master. They were 
perfectly willing to make bricks if Pharoah 
would furnish the straw. The colonists wish- 
ed for, hoped for, and prayed for reconcili- 
ation. They did not dream of independence. 

Paine gave to the world his “COMMON 
SENSE.” It was the first argument for separa- 
tion, the first assault upon the British FORM 
of government, the first blow for a republic, 


and it aroused our fathers like a trumpet’s 
blast. 


He was the first to perceive the destiny of 
the New World. 

No other pamphlet ever accomplished such 
wonderful results. It was filled with argument, 
reason, persuasion, and unanswerable logic. It 
opened a new world. It filled the present with 
hope and the future with honor. Everywhere 
the people responded, and in a few months the 
Continental Congress declared the colonies free 
and independent States. 

A new nation was born. 

It is simple justice to say that Paine did more 
to cause the Declaration of Independence than 
any other man. Neither should it be forgotten 
that his attacks upon Great Britain were also 
attacks upon monarchy; and while he convinced 
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the people that the colonies ought to separate 


from the mother country, he also proclaimed 
to them that a free government is the best 
that can be instituted among men. 

In my judgment, Thomas Paine was the best 
political writer that ever lived. “What he wrote 
was pure nature, and his soul and his pen ever 
went together.” Ceremony, pageantry, and all 
the paraphernalia of power, had no effect upon 
him. He examined into the why and wherefore 
of things. He was perfectly radical in his mode 
of thought. Nothing short of the bed-rock 
satisfied him. His enthusiasm for what he be- 
lieved to be right knew no bounds. During all 
the dark scenes of the Revolution, never for 
one moment did he despair. Year after year his 
brave words were ringing through the land, and 
by the bivouac fires the weary soldiers read the 
inspiring words of “Common Sense,” filled with 
ideas sharper than their swords, and consecrated 
themselves anew to the cause of Freedom. 

Paine was not content with having aroused 
the spirit of independence, but he gave every 
energy of his soul to keep that spirit alive. He 
was with the army. He shared its defeats, its 
dangers, and its glory. When the situation be- 
came desperate, when gloom settled upon all, he 
gave them the “CRISIS.” It was a cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night, leading the 
way to freedom, honor, and glory. He shouted 
to them, “These are the times that try men’s 
souls. The summer soldier, and the sunshine 
patriot, will, in this crisis, shrink from the ser- 
vice of his country; but he that stands it now 
deserves the love and thanks of man and 
woman.” 

To those who wished to put the war off to 
some future day, with a lofty and touching 
spirit of self-sacrifice he said: “Every generous 
parent should say, ‘If there must be war let it 
be in my day, that my child may have peace.’ ” 
To the cry that Americans were rebels, he re- 
plied: “He that rebels against reason is a real 
rebel; but he that in defense of reason rebels 
against tyranny, has a better title to ‘Defender 
of the Faith’ than George the Third.” 

On every hand Science was bearing testi- 
mony against the Church. Voltaire had filled 
Europe with light; D’Holbach was giving to 
the elite of Paris the principles contained in 
his “System of Nature.” The Encyclopedists had 
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attacked superstition with information for the 
masses. The foundation of things began to be 
examined. A few had the courage to keep their 
shoes on and let the bush burn. Miracles began 
to get scarce. Everywhere the people began to 
inquire. America had set an example to the 
world. The word liberty was in the mouths of 
men, and they began to wipe the dust from 
their knees. 

The dawn of a new day had appeared. 

Thomas Paine went to France. Into the new 
movement he threw all his energies. His fame 
had gone before him, and he was welcomed as 
a friend of the human race, and as a champion 
of free government. 

He had never relinquished his intention of 
pointing out to his countrymen the defects, 
absurdities and abuses of the English govern- 
ment. For this purpose he composed and pub- 
lished his greatest political work, “THE 
RIGHTS OF MAN.” This work should be 
read by every man and woman. It is concise, 
accurate, natural, convincing, and unanswer- 
able. It shows great thought; an intimate knowl- 
edge of the various forms of government; deep 
insight into the very springs of human action, 
and a courage that compels respect and admira- 
tion. The most difficult political problems are 
solved in a few sentences. The venerable argu- 
ments in favor of wrong are refuted with a 
question—answered with a word. For forcible 
illustration, apt comparison, accuracy and clear- 
ness of statement, and absolute thoroughness, 
it has never been excelled. 


The “Age of Reason” did more to under- 
mine the power of the Protestant Church than 
all other books then known. It furnished an 
immense amount of food for thought. It was 
written for the average mind, and is a straight- 
forward, honest investigation of the Bible, and 
of the Christian system. 

Paine did not falter, from the first page to 
the last. He gives you his candid thought, and 
candid thoughts are always valuable. 

The “Age of Reason” has liberalized us all. 
It puts arguments in the mouths of the people; 
it put the church on the defensive; it enabled 
somebody in every village to corner the parson; 
it made the world wiser, and the church better; 
it took power from the pulpit and divided it 
among the pews. 





Thomas Paine was one of the intellectual 
heroes — one of the men to whom we are 
indebted. His name is associated forever with 
the Great Republic. As long as free government 
exists he will be remembered, admired and 
honored. 

He lived a long, laborious and useful life. 
The world is better for his having lived. For 
the sake of truth he accepted hatred and re- 
proach for his portion. He ate the bitter bread 
of sorrow. His friends were untrue to him be- 
cause he was true to himself, and true to them. 
He lost the respect of what is called society, but 
kept his own. His life is what the world calls 
failure and what history calls success. 

If to love your fellow-men more than self is 
goodness, Thomas Paine was good. 


- to bea 
is greatness, 


If to be in advance of your time 
pioneer in the direction of right — 
Thomas Paine was great. 

If to avow your principles and discharge your 
duty in the presence of death is heroic, Thomas 
Paine was a hero. 

A few more years a few more brave men 
— a few more rays of light, and mankind will 
venerate the memory of him who said: 

“ANY SYSTEM OF RELIGION THAT 
SHOCKS THE MIND OF A CHILD CAN- 
NOT BE A TRUE SYSTEM.” 

“THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY, AND 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION.” 





* 
Mourn not the dead... 

But rather mourn the apathetic throng, 
The cowed and meek, 

Who see the world’s great anguish 

and its wrong 
And dare not speak. 

—Ralph Chaplin. 
e 

MAN STANDS ALONE 


Man’s opinion of his own position in relation 
to the rest of the animals has swung pendulum- 
wise between too great or too little conceit of 
himself, fixing now too large a gap between 
himself and the animals, now too small... But 
he must not be afraid of his uniqueness. There 
may be other beings in this vast universe en- 
dowed with reason, purpose and aspiration; but 
we know nothing of them . . . Our business in 
the world is seen to be the imposition of the 
best and most enduring of our human standards 
upon ourselves and our planet. 


— Julian Huxley 


HANDS THAT HELP 
ARE BETTER 


There have been many Rationalists who 
emerged from the populace to take on a 
task necessary to emancipate the people 
from the curse of superstition. While thou- 
sands hide behind their excuses in their com- 
munity and take on the outward appear- 
ences of their neighbor's particular creed 
a few have decided to be honest and do 
something while they can. 

J. Reyes Martin is one who had decided 
long ago to do what he could. Many active 
Rationalists are lost in the northern big cities 
but here is one deep in the bible belt who, 
while in business, carries on his crusade in 
the open without difficulty. Tampa, St. 
Petersburg and Sarasota are ‘‘narrow-mind- 
ed” towns, says Mr. Martin. Yet on Sun- 
day morning you might find him driving 
his automobile around church areas with a 
large sign on the rear of his car as pictured 
here. He makes a special effort to drive by 
Roman Catholic churches. 

Of course he has been called a commu- 
nist and very few have given him compli- 
ments. But as Martin says, “Everywhere I 
go seems to me favorable to our cause for 
I notice by their pensive looking that it has 
given them something to think about.” 

Martin, who. was born a Roman Catholic 
in the Canary Islands, is not new at the 
campaign he has undertaken. He picketed 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City 
years ago when the Roman Catholic Church 
was against the Child Labor Amendment. 
He also carried posters before Macy's Store 
in New York City protesting against the 
banning of Paul Blanshard’s book American 
Freedom and Catholic Power, There he got 
into a fight with several members of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

One sign he used some time ago head- 
lined that “‘Freedom from religious supersti- 
tion is as important as economic freedom,” 
and urging the reading of Voltaire, Inger- 
soll, Paine and Joseph Wheless. Another 
sign read “While we are burdened with all 
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sorts of taxes, churches own ten billion dol- 
lars and pay nothing. Is that Justice? 
Awake, America.” 


A picture of Martin standing beside his 
automobile on which the sign “Hands that 
help are better than lips that pray” ap- 
peared in the Key Sun, a newspaper in 
Sarasota. They described him as a St. 
Armands businessman, promoter of Garlic 
Lane and R. G. Ingersoll. Several letters 
of his were printed in the local paper. 
Martin believes in the healthful benefits of 
garlic and receives mail written to him in 
care of Garlic Lane, St. Armands Key, 
Sarasota. In another letter to the editor, 
printed in tthe paper, he recommends that 
the church people pray for the elimination 
of the chinch bug since they advertise on 
the radio the wonderful results of prayer. 
The bug is particularly bothersome in his 
area, along with the mosquito. 


Perhaps his story may encourage others 
to find out what it means to take an active 
interest in the best of all causes, Everyone 
can do something and it is up to each in- 
dividual to do whatever is possible for him. 
Lets hear from others who have undertaken 
a project. 

* 


LAUGH IF YOU WILL 


by Lilith Lorraine 


Laugh if you will at the fools who died 
In your futile wars, 

Laugh if you must as madmen laugh 
through golden bars. 


Walk if you will in the Valley of Bones 
Bones that were ours, 

Lay on our graves your blasphemous wreaths 
of innocent flowers. 


Toast if you will “The brave who died,” 
To make you Free, 

Free to plunder the Treasure House 
of Liberty. 


Smirk if you will in your smoke-thick haze, 
You have had your day, 

Laugh if you will, for we know we were fools, 
But do not pray. 


—<Alpine, Texas 
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1 Its Intimate Chatty Page “Confidentially 
Speaking” 


2 Its ‘‘Readers Forum" for Everybody 


3 Its “International Pen-Pals Club” 
conducted by Dave Shipper in Five 
Languages 


4 Its ‘‘Wide, Wide Movement” by Eldon 
Scholl, reporting Rationalist, Humanist 
and Freethought Progress around the 
World 


5 Its excellent Book Reviews directed by 
Dr. Harry and Ann Mongold 


6 Its brilliant and challenging Editorials by 
our new Editor, Dr. Lowell H. Coate; our 
new Associate Editor, Edd Doerr; and 
our former Editor, Arthur B. Hewson 


7 Its enlightening and stimulating articles 
contributed by Dr. Ira D. Cardiff, Arthur 
G. Cromwell, Dr. George W. Elderkin, 

Dr. George A. Fink, Dr. Marius Hansome, 
James Hervey Johnson, Dr. John J. 
Kessler, Dr. Corliss Lamont, Dr. Oscar 
Riddle, Lord Bertrand Russell, Dr. William 
E. Zeuch, and many others, most of 
whom are authors as well as writers of 
many magazine articles, and each an 
authority in his own field. 


8 Its attractive color cover with pictures of 
outstanding Rationalist, Humanist, 
Ethical and Freethought leaders in every 
issue; and, 


9 Every one of its 32 pages packed with 
vital material for all liberal leaders and 
laymen — 


These numerous fine features make it a 
Magazine which you are proud to share with 
your family and all your friends. 


1S THERE ANY OTHER MAGAZINE WHICH OFFERS 
SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE? 


Only $2.00 for a Full Year's Subscription 
Subscribe Today Before the Price Advances! 


Send your Check, P.O. Money Order, or Currency to: 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
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A TIME FOR PLAIN SPEAKING 


A Rational Attitude in a World Crisis 


by ADLAI E, STEVENSON 


Editor’s Note: Many of our Rationalist friends are convinced that the world is entitled 
to know the attitude of our Rationalist leaders and Liberal thinkers on the major 
issues of our time. The philosophy of Rationalism must be interpreted by them, 
translated into terms of an active program, and applied to the practical affairs of 
the|everyday life about us. This is the first of a series of such articles. Mr. Stevenson 
has been a Unitarian most of his life and speaks here more as a citizen than as a 
partisan. Fortunately a majority of Americans of all political faiths seem to share 
his views at this time. Therein lies our best hope for peace. The following address 
was delivered by Mr. Stevenson in Los Angeles, California, on September 30, 1958. 


It is time for some straight thinking and 
plain speaking about our position in the Far 
East. Indeed, with the guns rumbling again, 
it is long past time. 

In spite of pressure from all sides, | have 
hesitated to discuss Quemoy because the 
President has taken an emphatic position, 
the prestige and power of the United States 
has been committed to its defense, secret 
negotiations are now under way in War- 
saw and the military situation is obscure. . 

“But in matters of national security emo- 
tion is no substitute for intelligence, nor ri- 
gidity for prudence. To act coolly, intelli- 
gently and prudently in perilous circum- 
stances is the test of a man—and also a 
nation. 

“Are the off-shore islands essential to the 
security of the United States? 

“Are they, indeed, even essential to the 
defense of Formosa—which all Americans 
have agreed they are not since President 
Truman sent the Seventh Fleet there? 

“Can they be defended without resort to 
nuclear weapons, and if not, are we pre- 
pared to use such weapons to defend islands 
so tenuously related to American security? 

“Finally, are we prepared to shock and 
alienate not alone our traditional allies but 
most of the major non-Communist powers 
of Asia by going to war over islands to 
which the United States has no color of claim 
and which are of questionable value to the 
defense of Formosa? 

“These are the questions that must be 
answered, this time I hope for more concern 


for realities in Asia and for unity with our 
allies, than for.fantasies in Formosa and for 
placating implacable extremists in America. 

“Should we be plunged into another great 
war, the maintenance of our alliances and 
the respect and good will of the uncom- 
mitted nations of Asia will be far more im- 
portant to-us than the possession of these 
off-shore islands ‘by Gen. Chiang Kai-shek 
ever could be. Moreover, the maintenance 
of a united front is of vital importance to 
the defense of Formosa itself, since their 
moral support and the knowledge by the 
Communist leaders that they would be fac- 
ing a united free world, would be a much 
more effective deterrent to an assault on 
Formosa than is our present lonely and ir- 
resolute position.” 

The most interesting thing about those 
words is that they were uttered exactly three 
and a half years ago when Quemoy and 
Matsu were first attacked. I felt that way 
then and more so now. 

I confess | am not sure what the duty of 
responsible citizenship is at this moment. It 
does no good at this late date to excoriate 
the Republican leaders— including some Cal- 
ifornians—for’ getting us into this trouble; 
nor to seek partisan advantages in recrimina- 
tion over the foolish talk back in 1953 about 
unleashing Chiang Kai-shek and all the en- 
suing mistakes, But | also think we must get 
out of the dilemma that has plagued the 
country since the Eisenhower-Nixon Ad- 
ministration: came in: when the foreign situa- 
tion is quiet, criticism is dismissed as “‘pol- 
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itics’’ and “‘no one is interested,"’ and when 
we are in another crisis criticism is 
patriotic’ and 
tion.” 

During the 1956 campaign I tried to keep 
quiet during the months of gathering crisis 
in the Middle East so as not to embarrass 
the Administration. Then came the Suez dis- 
aster, just after the President had blandly 
assured the nation that “the news was good.” 
This time, distasteful as it is to criticize your 
Government in such a crisis, | must say what 
I think. 

I think that we, the United States, should 
not be defending these islands right on Chi- 
na’s doorstep, If Marshal Chiang wants to, 
that’s his business. I respect his feelings 
about them. But I also know how I would 
feel if the enemy had its foot in my front 
door. | would try to pinch it off or kick it 
out. 


“un- 
“will undermine our posi- 


Clarify America’s Position 

If we avoid war and the crisis subsides, 
then | think we should get out and stay out 
of these islands, But, even more important, 
I think we must at the first opportunity clar- 
ify America’s position. How or when I don’t 
know, but if the Warsaw talks fail and the 
war gets hotter, | hope we will waste no 
time asking the United Nations to arrange 
a cease fire and to consider measures to 
restore tranquility. 


What are the conditions of a sound Amer- 
ican position built not on mythology or sen- 
timentality about the Formosa Chinese, but 
on a cold appraisal of our national interests, 
our treaty commitments, and our responsi- 
bility for peac~ and security in the world? 
I suggest that our position must meet these 
tests: 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


It should be acceptable to our allies; 
It should, if possible, be acceptable 
to the uncommitted nations; 
It should be militarily feasible; and 
It should avoid either appeasement 
or provocation. 

I think these conditions would be met by 
(1) a cease fire, (2) withdrawal of the Na- 
tionalist armed forces from Quemoy and 
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Matsu, (3) joint renunciation by Formosa 
and Peiping of the further use of force 
against each other, (4) declaration by the 
United Nations and all concerned that the 
future of Formosa would be decided by the 
islands’ population at a time and under con- 
ditions to be determined by the United Na- 
tions. 


Commands Little Support 


We in the United States must recognize 
that acceptance and fulfillment of such ar- 
rangements would hasten the day of Com- 
munist China's admission to the U.N. and 
full participation in the world community. 
Likewise, if Communist China rejects any 
peaceful settlement in favor of the sword, 
her credentials for admission would look far 
more doubtful to many nations than they 
do now. 


I don’t know what's going on in Wash- 
ington or Warsaw or Formosa and perhaps 
all this is irrelevant or impossible. (I'm sure 
each side will say so, at least at the outset.) 
But what isn't irrelevant is the position our 
China policy has put us in before the world. 


At present it commands little respect and 
support, It should be reconsidered and re- 
stated without delay. And I think we should 
make it clear that we do not and will not 
support any ambitions Marshal Chiang still 
has against the mainland. He cannot recon- 
quer the mainland of China, however good 
and gallant his army is. But he can and has 
brought the United States to the brink of 
war with Red China. We should make it 
clear that the United States is not helplessly 
entangled with Nationalist China, that it is 
master of its own destiny, free, responsible 
and resolute. 


But the off-shore islands are another mat- 
ter. They have historically always belonged 
to China. Their military value is negligible. 
They are indefensible, except by United 
States involvement at the risk of war. The 
fight for these islands is a continuation of 
the Chinese civil war in which we should not 
intervene. 


In 1954 Mr. Dulles talked about fight- 
ing “by means and at places of our own 
choosing.” Most of our friends think we are 
now committed to fight by means and at 
places of Gen, Chiang’s choosing. . . . 


When to Stand Fast 


To stand fast when you are right is wis- 
dom; to stand fast when you are wrong is 
catastrophe. To make our stand on For- 
mosa’s independence and self-determination 
would command the support of the great 
weight of world opinion. But to make our 
stand on Quemoy may imperil support on 
more important matters. I suspect our pres- 
ent position is not even helping to contain 
Communism, but creating sympathy for Red 
China and misgivings about our good sense. 


Is a policy of disengagement from Que- 
moy appeasement, as they say, and would it 
be letting down our friends in Asia? | don't 
think so. I think the world will respect us for 
recognizing mistakes and correcting them. | 
think we will win more confidence and sup- 
port from standing resolutely on the sound 
principle of defending Formosa than inter- 
vening in China's civil war and fighting over 
small islands which involve no legal or moral 
obligation. 


It is also said that the loss of Quemoy 
will bring down Chiang’s Government and 
mean the loss of Formosa, and then, like 
dominoes, Korea, Okinawa, Japan and the 
Philippines will all fall. 1 don't believe it. 
It doesn’t work that way; it didn’t in Indo- 
China. And if Chiang’s Government is that 
weak we shouldn't be propping it up at its 
weakest point—Quemoy. 


But I think that war will be avoided once 
more because the artillery blockade will fail 
and the Communists will give time and di- 
plomacy a chance rather than risk a larger 
conflict. But any respite will be temporary, 
and the time must be better used than in the 
last three and a half years. 

* a * 


Religion will last as long as the imagination 
has domination over reason. 


THE RIGHT OF A MAN 
by Edwin Markham 


Out on the roads they have gathered, 
A hundred thousand men, 
To ask for a hold on life 
As sure as the wolf in his den; 
Their need lies close to the quick of life 
As the earth lies close to stone; 
It is as meat to the slender rib, 
As marrow to the bone. 


They but leave to labor 
For a taste of life’s delight, 
For a little salt to savor their bread, 
For houses water tight. 
They ask but the right to labor, 
To live by the strength of their hands, 
They who have bodies like knotted oaks, 
And patience like the sands. 


The right of a man to labor, 
And his right to labor in joy, 
No human laws can strangle that right, 
Nor the gates of hell destroy. 
For it came with the making of man, 
It was kneaded into his bones, 
And it will stand at last of things 
On the dust of crumpled thrones. 
° 
WILLIAM ‘McCARTHY’S DECEASE 
As we go to press we learn of the passing of 
William McCarthy, age 92, who was for many 
years Officially associated with the Progressive 
World magazine. He will be greatly missed. We 
extend our sympathies to his widow, Helen. 
— Editor 
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READERS’ FORUM 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Congratulations on your appointment as the 
new Editor of the American Rationalist, suc- 
ceeding Mr. Hewson. Under your capable 
guidance I am sure the magazine and our cause 
will continue to march forward. 

Sincerely yours, 
James L. Taylor, California 
+ * *# 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

May I wish you the best of success in your 
new position as Editor of the AMERICAN RA- 
TIONALIST. You may count on my assistance 
in any manner that I can render at any time, 
for I am naturally interested in the success of 
this journal, May your connection with it be a 
pleasure and a profit to you. 

Very sincerely, 
Ira D. Cardiff. 
of * * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

I enjoyed the November issue of the American 
Rationalist very much, and especially your Edi- 
torial. I always enjoy Corliss Lamont, and am 
pleased that Upton Sinclair was honored on the 
cover page. As always, 

Sincerely yours, 
Lilith Lorraine. 
* * * 
Dear Editor: 

I would like to subscribe for your magazine 
and I inclose money for the American Ration- 
alist. I will be very glad if you also send a 
catalog of your books and other literature. 

Sincerely yours, 
N. Martayan, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I must thank you for your very appreciative 
remarks about “The Humanist”, and take this 
opportunity of congratulating you on your ap- 
pointment as Editor of the American Rationalist. 
I know something of the difficulties of running 
this sort of journal, but you are doing most 
valuable work and I wish you every success. 

The fashion in England at present is to prefer 
“humanist” to “rationalist”. As our opponents 
insist on calling us “humanists” we do not waste 
time objecting to mere label. The important 
thing is to meet their arguments, no matter 
what they prefer to call us. The publicity given 
to “scientific humanism” by Mrs. Margaret 
Knight’s broadcasts has created a new image in 
the public mind. But it is certainly not the image 
of a new religion, as the slogan “morals without 
religion” clearly shows. For my part I shall con- 
tinue to regard scientific humanism and rational- 
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ism as identical. What they offer is not a re- 
ligion but a philosophy of life. 

I shall certainly look forward to meeting you 
in London next summer. Kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
Hector Hawton, Editor, 
The HUMANIST (England) 
* * * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

The Rationalist movement could benefit by 
being connected with or related to native Ameri- 
can social movements struggling for social 
change. Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
R. B. Langan, Director 
Technodemocracy. 
* * 
Dear Editor: 

I have just received my copy of the Novem- 
ber-December issue of the American Rationalist 
and its great! I especially enjoyed Shipper’s 
feature and BPldon Scholl’s “Wide, Wide Move- 
ment.” Very truly yours, 

R. L. Bowman, Tennessee 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Under Mr. Hewson’s editorship, the Rationalist 
has been doing a splendid job. I know that you 
will maintain this high level as Editor and I 
congratulate you on taking over this position. 

Ever sincerely yours, 
Corliss Lamont. 
* * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

It was good to learn that you have accepted 
editorship of the American Rationalist, Con- 
gratulations! The magazine has a good future if 
truth, imagination, versatility, a wide social out- 
look, and good humor characterize the intel- 
lectual menu. 

Science and technology and the heightened 
consciousness in the various parts of the world 
where masses are surging and aspiring, demands 
that intellectuals produce a very substantial and 
comprehensive change in the interpretation of 
the cultural superstructure. That is what I mean 
by suggesting a rationalist publication should 
take an expansive view. Rationalism needs a 
larger interpretation than as merely related to 
religion. 

Most people are not self-starters; they need 

side stimuli, inspiration and catalysts to ac- 
tivate them. The Rationalist can become a very 
powerful stirrup cup and thus lift the cultural 
niveau. 

Good luck to you. I will do all I can to help. 
With fraternal good wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 
Marius Hansome 


Dear Editor: 


Inclosed is a check for 25 copies of your ex- 
cellent November issue of the American Ration- 
alist. 


John F. Henderson, Oklahoma. 


THE GREATEST GOOD ON EARTH 


IS TO ENLIGHTEN OUR FELLOW MEN, 
AND OURSELVES ON THE TERRIBLE 
EVILS OF THE STONE AGE SUPER- 
STITIONS WHICH ARE HOLDING BACK 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS. 
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Here are listed books and folders which 
prove hof evil religion is—pass them to 
your friends, relatives—-mail one in each 
letter you send—they are low-priced. 


SUPERIOR MEN, by James Hervey John- 
son, 192 page booklet which summarizes 
in easily read form, the evidence against 
religion. The most concise book on ration- 
alism, 60c postpaid, 2 for $1.00. 


WHAT A FREETHINKER THINKS, by 
Johnson. Reprint of a speech made before 
a Methodist Church class. A mild, but firm 
explanation of Rationalism which will not 
antagonize church-goers. Single copy free 
for stamp. 25 for $1.00. 100 for $2.00. 


RELIGION AND ATHEISM IN THE 
SOVIET UNION. From official sources, 
authentic explanation of how separation of 
church and state operate there. — THIS 
BOOKLET WAS HELD UP FOR SIX 
MONTHS BY ‘THE U.S. MAILS OR THE 
CUSTOMS DEPT, IN CHICAGO ON ITS 
WAY FROM CANADA. 50c — Three for 
$1.00, as long as they last. 


THE AGE OF REASON, by Thomas Paine, 
the great patriot. Booklet which exposes 
Christianity as a fraud and money-making 
¢ racket. (Paine was not an atheist) 35c. — 
$ 3 for $1.00. (shopworn). 

SPIRIT WRITING, FORTUNE TELLING. 
Booklets telling how these tricks are done. 
2 different ones for $1.00. (Free — as long 
as they last, 2 extra different booklets with 
» order.) 

FREE LIST OF RATIONAL BOOKS. 
Also list of old, some rare, and used books 
on science, health, literary classics, history, 
biography, many other subjects, at bargain 
prices. 


SUPERIOR BOOKS 
Dept. AR - Box 2832 
SAN DIEGO 12, CALIFORNIA 
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Dear Dr. Coate: 


Thank you very much for your recent com- 
munication relative to the Quemoy Crisis. 

In my opinion the serious situation now con- 
fronting us in the Far East is the end result 
of the Eisenhower Administration’s confused and 
indecisive actions, presumably taken under the 
ill-considered Formosa Resolution of 1955, which 
I opposed. 

For several weeks I have urged that a Special 
Session be called immediately in order that the 
Congress may give prompt consideration to the 
Quemoy crisis,.particularly in light of develop- 
ments of the past few days. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wayne Morse, 
United States Senator, 
Washington, D.C. 
* * * 
Dear Editor: 


I am vroud to send this fine magazine to my 
friends and I hope they will subscribe for it. The 
battle for separaion of Church and State is now 
on and I pledge my loyalty to the Constitution 
and our free institutions, and there is no better 
way than to give them the lamp of Reason to 
guide them — the American Rationalist. Inclosed 
is check for 26 copies. Thanks. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Don R. Jacks, California 


* * 


Dear Editor: 

I appreciate the Staff of the American Ration- 
alist for their wonderful work and the: many 
fine features. I sincerely hope that I can live 
to see the day when there are not less than 
500,000 paid subscribers. 

Yours or success, 
Ray C. Thomas. 
* bd * 
Dear Editor: 

A footnote to the AR article on Bruno. — Two 
recent issues of the American Rationalist car- 
ried Dr. John J.- Kessler’s condensed story of 
Giordano Bruno, AJ] readers must have sensed 
anew the horror inseparable from finding Pope 
and Church responsible, in 1600, for roasting 
alive this enquiring. man within the shadow of 
St. Peter’s. How recently that Church has con- 
trived to erase one footprint and reminder of 
that terrible day and act can be illustrated by 
the following personal observation. On my first 
visit to St. Peter’s in 1910, I found—just beyond 
its eastern or outer colonnade—a small house 
whose door-jamb bore a bronze plaque com- 
memorating the burned Bruno and indicting the 
Church. Mussolini’s Lateran Pact of 1929 added 
this area to the Vatican, and soon thereafter, 
autumn 1930, that plaque could not be found. 


Oscar Riddle, Fla. 
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THE WIDE, WIDE 
MOVEMENT 


by ELDON SCHOLL 
All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 

















The JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY 
of Milwaukee heard Robert A. Anderson talk on 
the Teachings of Jesus, showing discrepancies be- 
tween his teachings and the lives of those who 
profess to be his interpreters, followers and ad- 
mirers, The Curator of Education in the Mil- 
waukee Public Museum presented color motion 
pictures of South Africa. There was also a meet- 
ing on the subject of UNESCO. 

George A. Fink, on the staff of AR, took a tour 
through his state of Iowa and visited individual 
Rationalists, including a visit with the TRI- 
CITY RATIONALISTS in Davenport. 

The ILLINOIS RATIONALIST SOCIETY 
joined the American Rationalist Federation. 

The RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N. in New 
York City held a discussion on the Bhagavad 
Gita, a Rationalist Appraisal, and also a discus- 
sion of M.V.V.K. Rangachari’s The Song of Twi- 
light by the Indian Rationalist. The manuscript 
of the original Bombay edition revised by E. L. 
Gruber, soon to be published, was used in the 
discussion. There was a recorded program of 
readings from Joseph Conrad's Tales of the Sea, 
by Sir Ralph Richardson. At another meeting 
there were discussions of novelists, such as 
Thackery, Meredith, Eliot, Stendhal and Balzac. 
A highlight of the evening was the interesting 
commentary by Professor Jean-Albert Bede, of 
Columbia University’s Graduate School, dealing 
with the development of French thought in Stend- 
hal’s youth. At another meeting Professor Bede 
addressed the organization on the Existentialism 
of Jean-Paul Sartre, Prof. Bede teaches French 
literature at Columbia University’s School of 
Graduate Studies, and is a contemporary and 
former schoolmate of Sartre. The Rationalist Re- 
porter says that Sartre, evaluating the current 
situation in France remarked that while he does 
not believe in God, if he had to choose between 
Him and De Gaulle, he would choose God, be- 
cause He is more modest. 

Kenneth F. Klinkert of Menominee Falls, Wis- 
consin, proves that publicity for our movement 
can be obtained but “you have to persistently go 
after it.” When the American Rationalist Federa- 


tion held its convention in Milwaukee Mr. Klink- 
ert contact managing editor of the Mil- 
v kee newspaper and was referred to the as- 
sistant city edilo hen to the church reporter 
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and got the details of the convention to the news- 
paper by the Monday noon deadline so that it ap- 
peared in the news. Klinkert’s campaign for the 
U.S. Senate as a “democratic-atheist-Unitarian” 
has been publicized in many newspapers. Head- 
lines have been running, like, “Atheist Turned 
Down by Democratic Party,” ‘‘Democrats Argue 
Atheism at Meeting,” “Atheism and Politics,” 
“Party in Stew Over Atheism,” “Atheist Can- 
didate Spurned by Democratic Party Unit” and 
many others. Four times he hit the front pages 
of the Waukesha Daily Freeman (city of 20,000) 
and many letters on the subject have been pub- 
lished, including a few of Klinkert’s. He says 
the people are accepting him as a person and 
the subject of atheism is no doubt appearing to 
some who didn’t know there were individuals 
with such opinions and stand. He is gaining re- 
spect. 


The talk by Lee Meriwether before the RA- 
TIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS early this 
year on Why I am an Atheist was presented 
again from the original tape recording. Mr. Meri- 
wether attended to “hear what I said.” He gave 
an account of his recent trip to ten European 
countries. Meriwether, who was 96 on December 
25, 1958, related that when presenting his papers 
in New York the officials were surprised that a 
man of his age would be flying to Europe. The 
Society held another picnic at the home of the 
Meiers, 15 miles outside of St. Louis, which altho 
unannounced, was well attended. Member Dr. 
John J. Kessler traveled the country on a speak- 
ing tour before Humanist and Rationalist or- 
ganizations from California and Texas, to Cleve- 
land and other cities. 


Last issue this column incorrectly reported the 
death of C. E. Ratcliffe. It is S. K. Ratcliffe, of 
England, who died. 


Lord (Bertrand) Russell will visit India this 
winter to give a series of lectures at the invita- 
tion of the Indian government. Sir Julian Huxley 
gave the commemoration lecture to the Inter- 
national Congress of Zoology in London to cele- 
brate the centenary of the birth of evolutionary 
science. The Sunday Times featured Huxley’s 
article on Charles Darwin. 


Cardiff freethinkers and humanists combined 
for an outing to the Welsh National Folk Mu- 
seum at St. Fagans. 


Oxford University has now established a Hu- 
manist group. 

Dave Shipper travelled from Wales to Glas- 
gow, Scotland, to visit Jim Barrowman, secretary 
of the Glasgow Secular Society. Unfortunately 
Mr. Barrowman was on a holiday in Wales! 
Shipper paid a social call on Guy A. Aldred, 
editor of The Word, veteran freethinker and 
pioneer socialist. Shipper’s articles continue to 
appear in The Freethinker, Articles of his have 


recently appeared in the South African Ra- 
tionalist, and the French journal Defense de 
l’'Homme. 


Hector Hawton, editor of The Humaiist (Eng- 
land), spoke to the Slough Humanist group on 
Is Christianity True? 

In Wemding, West Germany, a monument has 
been erected in commemoration of the 49 heretics 
burnt at the stake between 1609 and 1631. Herr 
Schaefer, president of the BUNDES FREIRE- 
LIGIOSER GEMEINDEN DEUTSCHLANDS 
sent a message of appreciation to the Mayor of 
Wemading. 

The FREIRELIGIOSE LANDESGEMEINDE 
BADEN heid their annual meeting in the King’s 
Hall of Heidelberg Castle and were well reported 
in local papers. 

Albert Heuer spoke in Oldenburg on Science 
and Reason, Basis of Rationalism. 

Over 100 delegates attended the annual meet- 
ing of the FREIRELIGIOSE LANDESGEMEIN- 
SCHAFT NEIDERSACHSEN, held in Hanover, 
West Germany. 

Those able to read Dutch would find the Jubi- 
lee Book very interesting. This celebrated the 
centenary (1856-1956) of the Dutch Freethought 
Ass’n., and costs £7.50 (approx. $2) from Postbus 
843, Amsterdam, Holland. amples of De Vrij- 
denker (not to be confused with the Belgium 
monthly of the same name) may be obtained 
from the same address. 

Swiss Freethinkers held a delegate conference 
in Olten, Subject for study was The Freethinker 
and his Children. Flurs Gentsch lectured on The 
Truth about Lourdes to branch organizations in 
five cities. The Basle group conduct a Sunday 
school for the children and are beginning a Fri- 
day night discussion group. The Freethought As- 
sociation of Switzerland began a course of Secu- 
lar Ethics. The Zurich groups continue their 
weekly Wednesday night meetings. 

e 

Mr. Walter Hoops, Secretary of the American 
Rationalist Federation, will address the Freie 
Gemeinde in Milwaukee on January 21, 1959. 

o 
AN AMERICAN EUROPEAN SEMINAR under 
the direction of Dr. Jerome Davis will tour 
Europe next summer. It will visit England, 
France, East and West Germany, Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, and spend a month in Russia, visiting 
leading cities and going down the Volga. The 
number is strictly limited but those who desire 
to go should apply to Dr. Jerome Davis, 489 
Ocean Avenue, West Haven, Connecticut. The 
total cost is $1575. 

° 

Beatrice Kornblum is the charming and ef- 
ficient Director in charge of the Adult Discussion 
Group which meets every Sunday morning at 
9:30 in the Library Room of the St. Louis 
Ethical Culture Society. A wide variety of in- 


teresting and stimulating subjects are discussed 
with enlightenment and benefit to all, due chiefly 
to the gracious and tactful presiding of Mrs. 
Kornblum. 
r) 
The Indian Rationalists held their sixth annual 
convention in Madras in December. They are suf- 
fering financial troubles and AR readers who 
might like to help by subscribing to their month- 
ly should send $1 to the editor, Prof. R. S. Ya- 
dava, 36 Eastern Kutchery Rd., Meerut (U.P.), 
India. 


The Italian freethought journ ’' La Ragione 
publicized the AR International Rationalist Pen- 
Pals Club in its July issue. Other publications 
to “join in” are the Dutch De Vrijdenker, The 
Humanist (England), the Belgium De Vrijdenker 
and The Freethinker and also Equalitarian Bul- 
letin. 


French Rationalist of the CERCLE ERNEST 
RENAN held a summer reunion in Paris. They 
held a lecture-meeting on Superstitions and Im- 
postures of Today. 


The Belgium freethought monthly De Vrij- 
denker is now in its 13th year, and still cheer- 
fully advertises the fact that it is “limited by 
nothing.” 


French freetliinkers of the NATIONAL FED- 
ERATION have a monthly broadcast and are 
fortunate in possessing five speakers. 


Two NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY 
branches in the West Indies, San Juan and Fyza- 
bad, met at a joint beach outing. Fyzabad secre- 
tary John T. Jules reports that fear of prosecu- 
tion under blasphemy laws greatly curtails ac- 
tivities. 

The RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION OF JO- 
HANNESBURG had a lecture from J. Brummer 
on The logical Basis of Mormonism, At another 
lecture B. M. Hirson addressed the group on Why 
Did Christianity Survive? 


Dr. Andrzej Nowicki, President of the Polish 
Freethinker was a guest writer in the June La 
Ragione (The Reason), monthly journal of the 
ITALIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
FREETHINKERS. 


IF WE IN THE NONCOMMUNIST nations do 
not show that it is possible for all races and 
creeds to live peacefully together and attain equal 
development when given equal opportunity, then 
we're practically turning over to the Communists 
a large area of the world which in the future 
may be a threat. to our own freedom. 

The fact that this has not yet been understood 
throughout our country is one of the truly sad 
things that may rightfully disturb us. 


— Eleanor Roosevelt 
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RELIGIOUS EXPLOITATION OF THE CHILD 


by H. F. Haas 

With egigrammatic skill, this author has cram- 
med into 37 pages information about the problems 
facing our children where religious instruction 
is imposed upon them—either in “voluntary” 
class attendance or by outright compulsion. Haas 
exposes the side-line attempts that are being 
made to inject dogmatic religion into our public 
schools under the guise of “Spiritual Values”. 
He clearly defines the vast difference between 
“Instruction in Religion” in our public schools, 
as the church leaders would desire to have it, 
and the true education about religion wherein 
the histories of all religions are included, also 
their contemporary influences and actual values 
in the developing or hidnrance of human society. 


He indicates that because of social pressures 
few, if any, “competent instructors in Bible and 
religion could afford to run the risk of teaching 
objectively about religion in a scholarly fashion.’ 
He states, “Our thesis is this: The concept of 
a personal god, be he Jehovah, Allah, or what- 
ever is the most pernicious single influence in 
religious education and is without one redeeming 
feature.” He goes on to add, “It is just possible 
that this generation, similar to many previous 
generations, will continue to sow the seeds of 
bigotry, intolerance, discrimination and neurosis.” 


Haas tells of religious campaign slogans, like 
political cries, to arouse the bigotry of the 
thoughtless — such cries as “Back to God”; “In 
God We Trust”; “God’s Will’ — ad nauseum. 
He gives the facts to prove that theological 
dogma does more to encourage crime than to 
prevent it. He quotes from famous scholars to 
prove that morality is not born of religion but 
rather of human experience and a proper sense 
of values. 


I highly recommend this book. 
— Arthur G. Cromwell 
$1.00, 37 pp. Order from AR Book Service. 
* * + 


UNDERSTANDING HISTORY 
by Bertrand Russell 


As usual, the essays are warm, humorous, and 
readable. The history of culture, he says, is a 
fascinating subject when it is treated without 
the solemnity and humbug in which it has been 
steeped by pedantic professors. He proceeds to 
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step lightly among the names in history, saying 
something witty or satirical or epigrammatic to 
drive home his points. 


In “The Value of Free Thought” he comes 
forward to lead us into an atmosphere where 
we may be free from the force of tradition and 
the tyranny of our own passions. The beliefs 
We accept in the name of religion irritate Rus- 
sell, and he delivers a blow to the right at 
Tennyson and one to the left at William James 
whose idea of veracity does not accord with his 
own. Veracity, he says, does not consist in be- 
lieving or disbelieving, but also in suspending 
judgment and in thinking some things probable 
and others improbable. 

The oddity that orthodox Christianity sanc- 
tifies fear — fear of hell, of extinction, fear lest 
the universe is purposeless — comes in for some 
tart remarks. 

However, some of us have, as he says, ‘“Learn- 
ed to thrust fear out of our thoughts, and this 
lesson, once learned, brings a kind of peace 
which is impossible to the slave of hesitant and 
uncertain credulity.” 

The last few pages of this delightful little 
book concern the philosophical aspects of atomic 
physics, the meaning of matter, habit and 
materialism, and ends with the somewhat startl- 
ing remark that there is some reason for regard- 
ing the laws of physics as controlling our mental 
life. 

— Kay Vining 

Philosophical Library, $2.75. Order from AR 
Book Service. 


RATIONALIST BOOK 
CLUB 


First Year's Selections: 
HEAVENLY HUMOR 


THE RIGHT TO HERESY 
by Stephan Zweig 


A CHRISTMAS STORY 
by Henry L. Mencken 


Anti-clerical Joke Book 
4 books (Value at least $9.80) for $5.00 


® Coming soon 
ANTHOLOGY OF 
FREETHOUGHT GEMS 


Membership now open for second year: 


2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 








THE THINKER’S HANDBOOK 


by Hector Hawton 


Mr. Hawton, editor of the English ‘‘(Humanist” 
is a rationalist author of note, but in this work 
surpasses himself. Sub-titled “A Guide to Re- 
ligious Controversy,” the book presents religious 
and freethought views on seemingly “touchy” 
subjects and is an invaluable guide to the would- 
be debater or lecturer. 

Creation, the Problem of Evil, Freewill and 
Determinism; the Pagan Background of Christi- 
anity, the Bible, the Record of Churches, Ration- 
alism and the Modern World all have chapters. 
The key to references lists 151 books. 

Some very weighty problems are explained in 
clear and simple language, and although the 
au..or never for a moment hides his own ra- 
tionalist views, he presents the divergent argu- 
ments with strict impartiality. 

1 would recommend this for all freethuught 
libraries. 

— Dave Shipper 

C. A. Watts and Co., $1.00. Order from AR 
Book Service. 


* * * 
VARIETIES OF HUMAN VALUE 


by Charles Morris 

Varieties of Human Value is a report on Prof. 
Morris’ pioneering experiments in the scientific 
study of human values, Morris reports that fac- 
tor analysis of his data (gathered from the 
United States, Canada, Norway, India, China and 
Japan) indicates that beliefs regarding the “good 
life’ can be expressed in terms of five rather 
general but statistically significant factors (A, 
social restraint and self-control; B, enjoyment 
and progress in action; C, withdrawal and self- 
sufficiency; D, receptivity and sympathetic con- 
cern; E, self-indulgence or sensuous enjoyment), 
which are probably applicable to all cultures and 
which can be used to construct statistically sig- 











COMBINATION $1.00 OFFER 
POPE JOAN, by Chris Olson m 
BY THEIR FRUITS, by Ira D. Cardiff BP 
WHY | DO NOT BELIEVE IN GOD, 


by Arthur G. Cromwell .20 
SCIENCE AND SUPERNATURALISM, 

by Anton J. Carlson .35 
60 stickers with Freethought slogans, 

printed in two colors ao 


$1.20 Value for $1.00 


RATIONALIST PUBLICATIONS 
2218 St. Louis Avenue St. Louis 6, Mo. 














nificant value profiles for various cultures and 
sub-cultures. Morris’ studies have laid some 
valuable groundwork for the interdisciplinary 
analysis of the influences of various social, his- 
torical, economic, psychological, biological and 
perhaps other factors upon the values of indi- 
viduals and the value patterns of aggregates of 
individuals. 

Although Morris’ work represents but a modest 
beginning, it constitutes an important and need- 
ed contribution to the development of a unified 
science of man. Although Varieties of Human 
Value is a technical book and might be found 
to be as dull reading as one of Kinsey’s books, 
it is a book which should be read by all students 
of the humanities and the social and behavior 
sciences. 

— Edd Doerr 

Chicago, University of Chicago Press. 209 pp. 
$5.00. 

1 * * 


SHORT REVIEWS 


“Ultimate Desires” 
by T. Cooney 
Philosophical Library, $2.75. Background for 
an ethic reasoned from simple postulates and a 
study of motives. Although his later reasoning 
seems to jump a cog, there is much of value for 
one who enjoys philosophical style. 


“Ethics” 
P. H, Nowell-Smith 
Philosophical Library, $7.50. Detailed study 
of what we mean by our various usages of 
“right,” “good,” etc., written for ph?’9ephers. 
Valuable material but slow reading. Conclusions 
palatable to most rationalists. 


“Theodore Schroeder’s Last Will’ 
ed. by L. Kuhn 

Psychological Library — $1.50 paper, $2.50 
cloth bound. Story of how a fighter for our 
freedoms has been himself denied his wish con- 
cerning his unpublished writings. To those who 
know what he stood for, the judgment passed 
on him was infuriatingly unjust. 


“What About You?” 

by Theodore Schroeder 
Psychological Library, 60 pp., $1.50. Collection 
of short writings by a wise and liberal psycholo- 
gist concerning peace, freedoms, democracy, and 
adjustment, Must be read more than once by 


him who is not accustomed to Schroeder’s 
language. The final essay and glossary are 
heipful. 


— HM. 


“Of Its Own Making” 
by Eldon Scholl 


Leaflet reprint from AR, pointing out the 
futility of theology in relation to morals. 
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AR INTERNATIONAL 
PEN-PALS CLUB 


This may be a little late but I would like to 
wish all readers in my native Welsh (sic) Nadolig 
Lilawen, Blwyddyn Newydd Dda... or, just in 
case you don’t understand Welsh, “Happy 
Holidays to you all.” 

Most of the club members who have had their 
names printed in AR are now in contact with 
overseas friends and we are pleased to see our 
idea meeting with such general approval. 

Our first new member this time is RICHARD 
A. DANNELLS, 4628 Main St., Downers Grove, 
Illinois, U.S.A., who is a lifelong freethinker, 
who was raised without orthodox religious be- 
lief. He has been a friend of ex-editor A. B. 
Hewson for 25 years. 

JOHN THOMAS SCALES, 42 East 16th St., 
Brooklyn 26, New York, US.A., is an ex-RC 
aged 23 and would like to hear from fellow-Ra- 
tionalists. He is very interested in opera and has 
written some poetry. 

A young lady who would like to hear from 
Englishspeaking youngsters anywhere in the 
world is JEANIE LOU MARTINDALE, of 1901 
N.W. 40th St., Oklahoma City 18, Oklahoma, 
U.S.A. She confesses to having reached the 
great age of nine and is in the fourth grade in 
school, collects stamps and rocks, and 100 stamps 
from me are now on the way to swell her col- 
lection (I’m right out of boulders at the moment). 
So, if any of you philatelists have a few spare... 
Jeanie’s father, L. W. Martindale of that address 
would also like to correspond with Freethinkers. 


He is particularly interested in history and 
philosophy. 
PHILLIP WOOD, of “Lindow” Five Oaks 


Lane, Chigwell Row, Essex, England, is a keen 
Rationalist and an Ingersollian scholar who 
would particularly like to establish contact with 
American Ingersoll lovers. Languages: English, 
French, Esperanto. 

The University Libertarian, 13 Bannerman Av., 
Prestwich, Manchester, England, reprinted de- 
tails of the Club in the October issue. Our thanks 
to editor Vic Mayes. 

ROBERT INGERSOLL DAVIES is our first 
member from Ghana. His address, Engineer 
Dept., Ashanti Goldfields Corp., P.O. Box 168, 
Obuasi, Ghana, West Africa. As you might guess 
from his name his father is an old N.S.S. member 
and also a great admirer of Robert Ingersoll! 
Both father and son visited the U.S.A. a few 
years ago, called on Ingersoll’s granddaughter 
and visited his grave in Arlington, also the 
Mark Twain grave in Elmira. Mr. Davies tells 
me that Ghana is chock-full of missionaries of 
the various brands, all of whom are cashing in 
on a sweet racket. He states he would be delight- 
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ed to write to any other enemy of superstition, 
black, white, yellow, brown or striped. He hails 
from Porthcal, a Welsh seaside resort about 30 
miles from me and I called on his father last 
week. The senior Davies is a veteran freethought 
campaigner aged 80 who was a friend of Chap- 
man Cohen, Joseph McCabe and can still quote 
whole essays of Ingersoll’s from memory! 

PHILIP RAND, 2506 Palm Place, Huntington 
Park, California, U.S.A., is a new member who 
has been unable to contact fellow Rationalists 
in his district and would like correspondence. 
Los Angeles and Long Beach readers, please, pay 
particular attention. Mr. Rand is the 50th to 
become a Club member and will be sent a special 
gift of a phial of the blood of the Holy Ghost. 
This miraculously liquifies every February 30th 
and was brought from Lourdes under a money- 
back guarantee. 


Our thanks to Age of Reason, New York; The 
Ripsaw, South Bend, and The Secularist, Chi- 
cago, for mentioning the Club. Also the New 
Zealand Rationalist and Contact, organ of the 
Amsterdam (Holland) Freethinkers. 


RIKIN EITAN, Ein Gannim 3, Petach Tikva, 
Israel, would like correspondents in the U.S.A., 
particularly students, He is a student at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and is interested 
in politics, art and poetry. Languages: English 
or Hebrew. 

FRITZ TREUER, P. O. Box 167, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, U.S.A., is a keen philatelist, inter- 
ested in gardening and an avid reader. He was 
born in Vienna, Austria, and left there in 1938. 
He would like correspondents in England, Den- 
mark and Australia. Vielen dank fiir deinen brief! 

SONIA ROSE of Utiku Post Office, Utiku, 
Main Trunk Line, North Island, New Zealand, is 
a young lady of 14 who tells me she is an atheist 
and would like correspondence with younger 
readers. 

CHARLES H. ZIEGLER, SR., 1962 S. 28th St., 
Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin, U.S.A., is a machine- 
shop worker of 64 (age, not horse power). He 
is a philatelist, makes plastic fish lures and puz- 
zles (and don’t ask “about what?’’). 

MR. & MRS. JAMES GIBSON, Verosa Cottage, 
Low Road, Hightae, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland, would like correspondents who are in- 
terested in exchanging tape-recordings. They 
have a young family and maintain an outpost of 
secularism in their country. Mr. Gibson speaks 
French fairly well. 

MR. D. D. BARTHOLOMEW, 819 S. 3rd Ave., 
Bozeman, Montana, U.S.A., tells me he has been 
an active Freethinker since 1948, is a member of 
the American Rationalist Federation, American 
Humanist Association and United Secularist of 
America. He will correspond in English, Espe- 
ranto, French or Spanish and has a knowledge 
of other languages. A man of wide interests he 
is a member of Universala Esperanto Asocio and 


interested in calendar reform. He would par- 
ticularly like to contact victims of fake faith- 
healers. 


Readers who know Italian are invited to cor- 
respond with DOTT. FRANCESCO CERAVOLO 
(Medico Chirurgo), Bovalino (Reggio Calabria), 
Italy. Dr. Ceravolo is a surgeon, a reader of 
Italian Freethought journal La Ragione and lives 
in Italy’s poverty-stricken South, a stronghold 
of superstition. 

FRANK BERMAN, g0 Hamilton Place, New 
York 31, N. Y., U.S.A., would welcome corre- 
spondence. I gather he is a Henry George ad- 
mirer and an amateur poet. 

RUPERT HUMPHRIES, “The Patterain,” 
Windermere Ave., Hullbridge, Essex, England, 
would like correspondence and is interested in a 
rational approach to sex problems. He is re- 
covering from a recent major operation. 

Did you hear about the Spanish Freethinker 
who had a major operation? He had to have a 
tooth taken out thru the back of his neck. 
Freethinkers aren’t allowed to open their mouths 
in Spain. 

MR. O’LEAN SWENSEN, Route 4, Box 230, 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, U.S.A., is one of nine 
children, and was born on a farm. All had musical 
talent so they formed their own orchestra! He is 
interested in music, played 10 instruments and 
has written ten musical numbers. Other interests, 
economics, gardening, mechanics. He is a widow- 
er, aged 39. He will correspond in English or 
Norwegian. Mange takk for ditt brev, O’Lean! 
We have no Norwegian Club members yet—or 
from other Scandinavian countries, and would 
like to hear from any. Skriver norsk eller En- 
gelsk. 

KENNETH TAPERELL of 150 Woodside - 
Leigh-On-Sea, Essex, England, would like to 
contact overseas friends and thinks “it is a very 
good idea that we keep in touch with freethinkers 
abroad. Mr. Taperell is a professional photo- 
grapher and a Freethinker reader. 

Mr, ADONE S. PIRRONE of Via Acquarone 
44/10, Genova, Italy, is another member of the 
Giordana Bruno Association branch in Genoa. 
Note he speaks English and Italian. 

OSWALD ERNEST FOX of 23 Chatham Rd., 
Rock Ferry, Cheshire, England, is interested in 
every aspect of freethought and is a Freethinker 
reader. 

Our first Polish member is Prof. Dr. I. W. S. 
JERZIERSKI of 4/22, Prusia St., Krakow 2, 
Poland. He tells me he is interested in establish- 
ing a World Home Study University to educate 
youth for peace, world citizenship, world feder- 
ation, Humanism, etc. Interested parties should 
contact the Professor, Note, he writes in perfect 
English, Bardzo dziekuje dla wasz poczt6éwka, 
profesore! 

La Ragione reader Prof. DOTT. VINCENZO 


LUCCARELLI of Desenzano Lago (Brescia), 
Italy, sends his best wishes to all club members. 
Grazie tanto! 

ERNEST CIUTI of Via S. Martino 2, Monte- 
catini Terme, Italy, writes me in impeccable 
French, votre lettre bien rech, monsiuer, and 
tells me he understands English and of course, 
Italian. He would like to receive freethought 
literature in English and French. 

Mr, PAI TE-KUN of Pan Chiao Midle School, 
Pan Chiao, Taipei Hsien, Taiwan, would like 
correspondents. He writes in Chinese or English. 

First French member is LOUIS DOREAU of 
Chassey-Le-Champ, Chagny (S&L), France. A 
member of the Union Rationaliste, M. Doreau is 
a former headmaster and writes perfect English, 
and French, naturally. 

Overseas readers please note that A. EZEA- 
BASILI of University College, Ibadan, Nigeria, 
speaks English, French and German, 

GRAHAM BURNETT of Box 317, Ocean Falls, 
B. C., Canada, is 30 years old and particularly in- 
terested in early church history, “finding the 
discrepancies between what the churches say 
happened and what honest historians can find 
out.” Anyone with a few spare discrepancies? 
G. (JERRY) FARDELL, c/o P., Kingsland, Auck- 
land, New Zealand, is our first member from 
“down under.” He is an Australian, age 23, and 
is interested in music and sailing, besides free- 
thought. He is a reader of our contemporary, 
The N. Z. Rationalist. 

ARTHUR A, COPE of Carlton Manor, Winni- 
peg 1, Canada, is very interested in freethought 
matters and would like to hear from our club 
members. 

Lastly, TERENCE MORAN, 15 Bolling Holme, 
Hall Lane, Bradford 4, Yorkshire, Eng!2 1d, en- 
rolls as a Club member. Mr. Moran is secretarv 
of the Bradford branch, N.S.S. 

Any club member who receives letters as a 
result of their names being published in AR, or 
reprinted in other journals, are requested to let 
us know. 


Don’t forget that we want plenty more names 
for the Club. Send details of special interests, 
languages, etc. to: DAVE SHIPPER, 5 Kyveilog 
St., Cathedral Road, Cardiff, Wales, Great Britain 
and remember, I'd like to hear your news at 
the same time. I'll sign off in Welsh, my native 
language (?) by saying Da bo’ch chwi, and 
iechyd da! 

BERNARD BETTMAN, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., is an 
ex-industrial research chemist, now teaching (for 
health reasons), aged 55 with a daughter of six, 
is a much-traveled man whose German and 
French are now “rusty.’”’ He spent (too) many 
years in the Bible Belt. 

MRS. DOROTHY CRAMP, 1846 Regatta Rd., 
Anaheim, Calif., is enthusiastic about the Club 
and would like to exchange letters with some- 
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me in another country. Aged 35, Mrs. Cramp is 
a Freethinker of America member with a hus- 
band of the same age and a 17 year old son (high 
school senior-naval reserve). Her hobbies are 
sewing and collecting records, and books. 

All Freethought, Rationalist, Humanist jour- 
nals are invited to reprint details of this Club, 
membership of which is free. The sole purpose is 
to develop and further friendly relations between 
Rationalists of different countries. Those who 
do not write English may write in German, Nor- 
wegian, French, Dutch (Flemish), Danish, Ital- 
ian or Swedish and we will do our best to 
translate. 

The statistically minded may like to know that 
at the time of writing, the Club has 63 mem- 
bers. Countries represented are U.S.A. (17), Eng- 
land (12), Italy (5), Holland (5), Scotland(4), 
Canada (3), Ceylon, Israel, New Zealand and 
Formosa two each, and one each from Ghana, 
Nigeria, France, Poland, Mexico, N. Rhodesia, 
West Germany, South Africa and Wales: A minor 
World Union of Freethinkers aren't we? 
xy00d-bye! DAVE SHIPPER. 


FRANCO SPAIN 
by Charles Podsen 


Ford used to say: “My Model T wil! never 
lack variety; 
No color can it ever lack as long as you 


are fond of black. 


Now Franco gives the widest choice of 


churches where they all rejoice 
If Roman Catholic they be—all other faiths 


are fallacy. 





Ronald Pesha of Oklahoma City and Ralph S. 
Blois, Rockford, Illinois, two new secretaries of 
the federation pose with Arthur B. Hewson, of 
Chicago, in a comic attitude in front of Jefferson 
Hall, 
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CHURCH-STATE VIEW OF ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CANDIDATES ASKED 


A predominantly Protestant organization on 


January 4 called on potential Roman Catholic 
candidates for President or Vice-President to 
take a definite stand for or against what it 
called: 

1. A Roman Catholic Church “boycott” of 
public schools. 

2. A Roman Catholic proposal advocating 


public funds for sectarian schools. 


3. Appointment of an American ambassador 
to the Vatican. 


“To challenge every Catholic candidate on 
these issues is a wise and necessary precaution 
designed to protect our American traditions,” 
said a statement by a group known as Protestants 
and other Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State (POAU). 

Describing itself as nonpolitical and as having 
some Jewish and a few “liberal Catholic’ mem- 
bers, the POAU deplored the formation of any 
Roman Catholic or anti-Roman Catholic political 
party and said it opposed any “blanket boycott 
of the candidates of any particular denomina- 
tion.” 

“Most citizens,” it said, “are born into their 
religious affiliations, and no one should be penal- 
ized for an accident of birth. Millions of Catholic 
Americans are in complete agreement on mat- 
ters of church-state separation with their fellow 
citizens of other faiths. 

“We believe, however, that the religion of a 
candidate for President or Vice-President of the 
United States should not be used as a shield to 
conceal his opinions on matters of church-state 
policy.”’ 
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Environmentalism in Psychology (1958) 
—lIts Strange Delimitations 


by Philip Hensel 
Most psychologists term themselves Environ- 
mentalists. That is, they believe that the stimuli 
received from our environment affects us much 
more than previously believed; and that, in 
contrast, our heredity influences our behavior 
much less than formerly thought. 


One of the contributions of this line of thought 
given us by modern psychology is the concept of 
learned behavior. They point out that we are 
not just instinctive animals, but that we con- 
tinuously learn ways of behavior. This, in fact, 
has culminated in a school of therapy that states 
that therapy is, in essence, a process of learning 
to behave differently; in fine, a_ re-learning 
process. And much of all therapies is a learning 
to adjust to one’s envronment. (For an authorit- 
ative analysis and cricism of this emphasis on 
adjustment in psychiatry, please read Robert M. 
Lindner’s “Prescription for Rebellion.) 


This, so far, by way of introduction. 


Our principle purpose here is to raise the 
question: With so much thought and actual 
agreement among psychologists as to the great 
importance of environmental influences, why do 
they so greatly delimit this concept? Our en- 
vironment today is the entire world and all that 
impinges upon our senses therefrom; but in 
psychologists’ books one would think the en- 
vironment only the very small area immediately 
around oneself. 


In the writings of all but an exceptional few 
psychologists, and yes, psychiatrists, too, the 
concept of environment is exceedingly unrealistic, 
because exceedingly small: limited to one’s im- 
mediate surroundings. 
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SCHOOL OF LIVING 


ARE YOU dissatisfied with the values most people live , 
y by? Are you saddened by the narrow interest and @ 
spirit to which most people confine themselves? If so, § 
you are one of us. 7 


nenond 


Individuals in School of Living protest today's $ 
fragmentation, injustice and moral ugliness. Its members 
try to work out for themselves a balanced, fulfilling life. 
Its long-range plans aim to bring together those who ¢ 
are trying to hold out agains the “‘illth’’ of modern ¢ 
civilization. It welcomes all whose courage will be ¢ 
fortified by doing battle together against the ignorance, 
cruelty and immaturity of what passes for culture. 


We do not claim to have all the answers. We in- 3 
vite writers, artists, intellectuals, teachers and _ intel- 
ligent laymen to work with us toward the answers to § 
major problems of living. Send for sample journal. 


SCHOOL OF LIVING BROOKVILLE, OHIO 
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Our real environment should always be thought 
of as Total Environment. And Total Environ- 
ment consists of everything that has ever af- 
fected us since the moment we were concieved 
(an entire new literature is growing in this field 
of pre-natal influences); and Total Environment 
consists of everything happeining to us every 
moment. we are alive, yes, even things we may 
hear when in the state of semiconsciousness 
called sleep (ask any professional hypnotist about 
this phenomenon). 


Our Total Environment Affects Us 


Total Environment, then, is: Everything we 
hear, see, feel, touch, smell, or taste. Thus the 
entire world affects us thru what we hear over 
TV and radio; just as surely as, more directly, 
what we eat and what we think affects us. 


Total Environment means, today, One World, 
Society as a Whole. This means we are affected 
by: the dreams of visionaries; the protests of 
artists; the hopes of idealists; the reasonings 
of rationalists; the maunderings of mystics; the 
rantings of religionists; the planning of thinkers; 
the strivings of scientists; the fears of the super- 
stitious; the sayings of the ignorant; the many 
hypocrises of those in high positions; the plati- 
tudes of politicians; the shock of unemployment; 
the pinch of poverty; the measuring-stick of 
money; the drive for profits; the superficiality 
of much so-called Education; the shortness of 
life; the economic struggle; scarcity in the midst 
of abundance; the uncertainties of all former be- 
liefs; the tensions of parents; the insecurities of 
youth; the timidities of most educators; the as- 
sertions of Socialists; the communiques of Com- 
munists (so-called); the asseverations of Se- 
manticists; the blusterings of businessmen; the 
blubberings of psychotics; the screams of hyster- 
ics; the calling of prophets; the songs of poets; 
the hatreds of the defeated; the sighings of those 
disillusioned; the sneers of those who have 
learned to be cynical; the indignity of the bomb. 


This, then, is Total Environment. But it is 
largely ignored by our friends, the Environ- 
mentalists! Only a rare few, like Fromm, Mon- 
tagu, Lindner and Brameld ever show us this 
concept of environment. And our question is: 
Why? Why are we shown only a small part of 
this total picture in the writings of most psy- 
chologists ? 


You, of course, will have your own thoughts 
stimulated by this question. As for this writer, 
he can but conclude that the total world picture 
is so confusing, so frightening to most humans, 
that they shy away from it. The Total Environ- 
ment, in other words, is at present so chaotic 
and revolutionary, that only a few minds in all 
the world are able to look at it clearly, without 
fear. 
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CALIFORNIA 








| IOWA 
RATIONALIST | 1OWA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: | 
ORGANIZATIONS | Dr. George A. Fink, 418 S. Lee-| 
brink, Burlington, la. 
ARIZONA KANSAS 


ARIZONA SECULARISTS, U.S.A., 
Box 893, Phoenix, Ariz. 


| 
| 
P.O. | Contact: Carl R. Brown, Stockton. Kans. 


MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT, 
| CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


| NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- 
PREETHUNKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI-) ciety, contact: Org, Comm. ARF, 2218 


FORNIA, Mr. Kolen, 2624 Maple Ave., 


“ St. Louis Ave., St Lovis 6, Mo. 
Los Angeles, Calif. | aassacsusaTs 
SAN DIEGO FREETHINKERS SOCIETY, | MASSACHUSETTS RATIONALIST SO- 
933 9th Ave., San Diego 1. Pres. Frank | CIETY oa © c it ARF 
Erickson; Vice-Pres. Squires Russell; Peeves algerie ae . 
; ts P | 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
Sec'y-Treas. Julius Switra. Meets every | 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. | MICHIGAN 
MICHIGAN RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
COLORADO contact: C, Henry Nims, 5725 Wood- 


JEFFERSON PHILOSOPHICAL society, _“O"d: Detroit 2, Mich. 


OF COLORADO, Herman ©. Schutz,| MINNESOTA 
1351 Washington St., Denver 3, Colo. MINNESOTA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 


contact Wm. P. Schramm, Russell, Minn. 
FLORIDA | MONTANA 
FLORIDA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- | MONTANA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
tact: Albert S, Brown, Orangedale Rte., contact: D. D. Bartholomew, 819 S. 
Green Cove Springs, Fla. 3rd Ave., Bozeman, Mont. 
MISSOURI 
ILLINOIS RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS, 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS, 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 


contact: Ralph Blois, 2208 Overdene | GERMAN SCHOOL ASS'N AND FREE 
Ave., Rockford, Ill. COMMUNITY OF N, ST. LOUIS, INC., 
AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION, | 2218 St. louis Ave. 

CHICAGO CHAPTER, 615 Davis Street,| = aMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION, 
Evanston, Illinois. } 2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
PIONEERS OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT | | NEBRASKA 

meet second Sunday of month. T. NEBRASKA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
Masaryk School, 5701 W. 22nd Place, | contact: Org Comm. ARF, 2218 St. 
Cicero, Il., 8 p.m, Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 

THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. | NEW YORK 


Meets every third Sunday at 7 p.m. at/ ieaGue FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 


Seen A en Chea 215 W. 98th St., New York 25, N. Y. 
wri ster Vv ica °, | 
siete ne ae NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, 


Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., 
Bergen, New Jersey. 

RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E, L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec'y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 
NEW YORK STATE RATIONALIST SO- 


North 
CZECHOSLOVAK CONGREGATION OF 


FREETHINKERS, 4236 W. Cermak Rd., 
Chicago 23, Illinois, 

FREE-THOUGHT SOCIETY OF THE 
NORTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, Harry Pfeif- 
fer, Sec'y, 2205 N. Lowell Ave., Chi- 











an a CIETY, contact: John A. English, 286 
9 : 3rd Ave., Troy, N.Y. } 
CHICAGO CHAPTER CRFA, 4236 W. 
Cermak Rd., Chicago 23, Ill. a iis | 
LEVELAN ZECH RATIONALISTS, | 
— CHAPTER CRFA, 5701 wen Ant, Belsan, 5149 Fowler, Cleveland | 
nd Place, Cicero, Ill. 7. Ohio 
CZECH RATIONALIST FEDERATION oF| OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: | 
AMERICA, Chester M. Cadle, Box 5562, Cleve- 
Chicago 23, Ill, | tant ¢t, Ghia. 
BOHEMIAN FREETHIMIKERS SCHOOLS 
OF CHICAGO, 2548 S. Homan Ave., | OKLAHOMA 
Chicago 23, Ill, ‘ Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th| 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
INDIANA | OREGON 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF INDIANA, | OREGON RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- | 
contact: Org. Committee ARF, 2218 St. | tact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview Av., | 


louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. Portland 12, Ore. 


| PENNSYLVANIA 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N. 
Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 


CIETY, contact: Luis Segura, 1506 N. 
Ist St., Nampa, Idaho. 

SOUTHERN STATES 
SOUTHERN RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: Ben W. Parnell, P.O. Box 179, 
Baton Rouse 1, La. or J. W. Dadisman, 
1006 Heap Ave., Prescott, Ariz. 


TEXAS 


TEXAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E. May St., 
Yoakum, Tex. 


CONGREGATION OF CZECH RATION 


ALISTS, 309¥% E. 29th St., Houston, 
Texas. 
' UTAH 
UTAH RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Richard O. Pitner, 1223 Victoria Way, 
Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 
\JASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON RATIONALIST SOCIE- 
TY, contact: Mrs. Alma Otto, P.O. Box 


183, Coupeville, Wash, 

Seattle readers contact C. H. Steffen, 
1416 34th Ave., about formation of 
Seattle Rationalist Society. 


WISCONSIN 


FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Hall, 
W. Fond du Lac Ave., 


2617 
Milwaukee 6, 


Wisconsin. 
JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 
2618 West Fond du Lac Ave., Mil- 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 

CANADA 
Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationalist Society, please 
write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo., 
USA. 
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“MARIA MONK": 


A NUN’S LIFE IN A CONVENT 


A BOOK OF FACTS! 
A detailed description of 





black 






nunnery in Montreal. Twenty aqreat 
chapters. Maria Monk, escaped nun, 
describes in detail the terrible ex- 





periences of helpless and defenceless 
girls within the high stone walls of 
the Hotel Dieu Nunnery at Montreal. 
The most terrible revelations eyer 
recorded. 

OVER 10,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 
The most extensively read book on 










this vital and important subject. No 
book like this in print. Read this 
frightful, heart-breaking story and 


learn the truth concerning convent life. 
106 burning pages, Postpaid only 
$1.00. The edition is limited. 
GOSPEL BOOKS Dept. 
Rowan, lowa 
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